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Port State Control - MoUs



What is it about? 

Similarities and differences 
in some basic principles



Basic principles

❑How many ships to inspect 

Commitment for inspections

❑What to inspect 

Ship risk profile

❑How to inspect 

Relevant instruments and guidelines, ships below convention size, clear grounds, accidental 

damage, overriding and unexpected factors, refusal of access

❑Named and shamed

Database, performance lists



Basic principles

❑How many ships to inspect 

Commitment for inspections

PMOU BSMOU MEDMOU

Every P1 ship 
according to annual 
fair share

Regional annual 
commitment of 
75% of individual 
ships calling in the 
Region

15% of individual 
ships calling at its 
port by each 
Member State



Basic principles

❑What to inspect 

Ship risk profile

PMOU BSMOU MEDMOU

High-Standard-Low risk 
profiles (6-12-36 months) 

Age, type, Flag, RO
and Company 
performance considered

Overriding and 
unexpected risk factors

High-Standard-Low risk 
profiles (4-8-18 months) 

Age, type, Flag, RO
and Company 
performance considered

Overriding and 
unexpected risk factors

Target Factor (very high, 
high, medium, low)

Overriding priority for 
inspection



Basic principles

❑How to inspect 

Relevant instruments and guidelines

PMOU BSMOU MEDMOU

No differences except those that can be found in the specific 
guidelines 



Basic principles

❑How to inspect 

Ships below convention size, clear grounds, accidental damage, overriding and unexpected 

factors, refusal of access

PMOU BSMOU MEDMOU

To ensure safety, 
environmental, living and 
working  conditions 

To the extent a relevant instrument is not 
applicable to a ship below convention size, 
the Port State Control Officer's task will be 
to assess whether the ship is of an 
acceptable standard in regard to safety, 
health or the environment. In making that 
assessment, the Port State Control Officer 
will take due account of such factors as 
the length and nature of the intended 
voyage or service, the size and type of the 
ship, the equipment provided and the 
nature of the cargo.

To ensure safety, 
environmental, living and 
working  conditions 

To the extent a relevant instrument is not 
applicable to a ship below convention size, 
the Port State Control Officer's task will be 
to assess whether the ship is of an 
acceptable standard in regard to safety, 
health or the environment. In making that 
assessment, the Port State Control Officer 
will take due account of such factors as 
the length and nature of the intended 
voyage or service, the size and type of the 
ship, the equipment provided and the 
nature of the cargo.

To ensure safety, 
environmental, living and 
working  conditions  by
applying those requirements of the 
relevant instruments which are applicable 
and will to the extent that a relevant 
instrument does not apply take such 
action as may be necessary to ensure that 
those ships are not clearly hazardous to 
safety, health or the environment, having 
regard, in particular to Annex 1

Authorities that have 
accepted and applied the 
"Mediterranean Cargo Ship 
Safety Regulations“ can use 
it as a guidance



Basic principles

❑How to inspect 

Accidental damage

PMOU BSMOU MEDMOU

In principle no differences. If the detention is a consequence of 
a damage notified to the Flag and Port State, no detention 
order issued for PSC purpose



Memorandum of Understanding

Basic principles

❑How to inspect 

Refusal of access

PMOU BSMOU MEDMOU

Underperforming 
flag state and 
multiple detentions 

if a ship 
- fails to arrive at 
an agreed repair 
yard;
- fails to comply 
with the detention 
order (jumped 
detention)

if a ship 
- fails to arrive at 
an agreed repair 
yard;
- fails to comply 
with the detention 
order (jumped 
detention)



Basic principles

Basic principles

❑Named and shamed

Database, performance lists

PMOU BSMOU MEDMOU

Database on the 
MOU website with 
research tool

Performance for 
Flag States, 
Companies and ROs

Database on the 
MOU website with 
research tool

Performance for 
Flag States and ROs

Database on the 
MOU website with 
research tool



Performance lists – Paris MoU



Performance lists – Paris MoU

Performance 

List for ROs



Performance lists – BS MoU



Performance lists – BS MoU



Performance lists – BS MoU



Rule Check



DLP Courses 



twitter.com/emsa_lisbon

facebook.com/emsa.lisbon

emsa.europa.eu

Thank you!


