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Equasis is a global information system which collates existing safety - related information on 

ships from both public and private sources, and makes it available to everyone on the 

Internet. The principles and objectives of the project are as follows:  

¶ Equasis should be a tool aimed at reducing substandard shipping, and it should be limited to 

safety - related information on ships;  

¶ Equasis has no commercial purpose; it addresses a public concern and should act 

accordingly;  

¶ Equasis should be  an international database covering the whole world fleet;  

¶ Active co -operation with all players involved in the maritime industry is needed;  

¶ Equasis will be a tool used for better selection of ships, but it will be used on a voluntary 

basis and there will be no legal pressure for industry to use it.  

Equasis helps promote the exchange of unbiased information and transparency in maritime 

transport and thus allow persons involved in maritime transport to be better informed about 

the performance of ships and ma ritime organisations with which they are dealing. The 

Equasis website went live on 17th May 2000 and was recently updated in February 2017.  

Equasis is a publically funded project run by a Supervisory Committee of funding partners, 

with the International Ma ritime Organization as an observer, and an Editorial Board of the 

data providers. The present funding partners and members of the Supervisory Committee 

are:  

¶ France;  

¶ European Commission, represented by the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA);  

¶ United Kin gdom;  

¶ Japan;  

¶ United States of America;  

¶ Norway;  

¶ Canada;  

¶ Republic of Korea;  

¶ Brazil; and,  
¶ Spain.  

A list of the data providers can be found at: 

http://www.equasis. org/EquasisWeb/public/About?fs=About&P_ABOUT=Providers.html  

 

The Equasis Management Unit is hosted by EMSA in Lisbon and the database is hosted by 

France in St. Malo.  

 

  

Int roduction to Equasis  

http://www.equasis.org/EquasisWeb/public/About?fs=About&P_ABOUT=Providers.html
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1.  Themes and Tables  
 

INTRODUCTION  

This report provides a picture of the  

worldôs merchant fleet in 201 7, derived 

from data contained in the Equasis 

database. It examines the str ucture and 

characteristics  of the fleet and its 

performance. The statistics are grouped 

into themes which could be of interest to 

the industry and regu lators.  

 

The themes are as follows:  

1.  The Merchant Fleet Population  

2.  Classification Societies  

3.  P&I  

4.  Port State Control  

5.  Vetting Programmes and Trade 

Associations  

 

 

OVERVIEW  

Equasis is populated with data from most 

of the worldôs merchant ships. Basic ship 

particulars are derived from the 

commercial database of IHS Markit 

Maritime  & Trade .  

 

From a commercial and regulatory point of 

view, size and type  of ship  are two key 

criteria and therefore throughout this 

report the statistical analysis is base d on 

these two elements.  For the ñport State 

controlò theme, ships will be divided into 

ship type categories derived from PSC 

databases.  

 

SIZE  

Ships are grouped by size into four 

categories:  

 

1.  Small ships 100 GT to 499 GT 

2.  Medium ships 500 GT to 24.999  GT 

3.  Large ships 25.000 GT to 59.999 GT 

4.  Very Large ships Ó 60.000 GT 

 

The small ships size category  reflects the 

main tonnage threshold for merchant  

ships to comply with the SOLAS 

Convention. This category also includes 

many ships which do not trade 

internationally and therefore are not 

covered by the  International Conventions  

or the port State control regimes , but for 

which some flag St ates require the same 

standards . 

 

A significant proportion  of these ships  are 

also too small to be covered by 

classif ication societies and by the vetting 

and trading organisations. They have , 

therefore , been excluded from m ost of the 

analyse s in order to avoid distortion of the 

totals for ships which are generally 

covered by the International Legislation , 

port State c ont rol , classification societies 

and other trade organisations. To provide 

data for the whole merchant fleet, s mall  

ships are included in Chapter s 2.1 and 

2.2 , and in the multiple inspection figure s 

in Chapter s 5.1 and 5.6 . Small ships  are 

also taken into con sideration when  

evaluat ing  the fleet size of a company  and 

the detention rate in Chapter 6.3 . 

 

Regulatory and commercial tonnage 

thresholds are not common to all ship 

types. As a compromise, categories 

medium, large and very - large ( i.e. : 2, 3 

and 4 )  have b een chosen so as to divide 

the fleet into three approximately equal 

parts in terms of tonnage. These three 

together represent the larger worldwide 

trading merchant  ships.  

 

SHIP TYPES 

Equasis uses over 100 descriptions of ship 

type  provided by IHS Markit Maritime  & 

Trade . For this report these types have 

been aggregated into 12 main types as 

follows:  

Å General Cargo Ships  

Å Specialized Cargo Ships  

Å Container Ships  

Å Ro-Ro Cargo Ships  

Å Bulk Carriers  

Å Oil and Chemical Tankers  

Å Gas Tankers  

Å Other Tankers  

Å Passenger Ships  

Chapter 1   
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Å Offshore Vessels  

Å Service Ships  

Å Tugs  

Annex I outlines how this aggregation has 

been accomplished.  This Annex is 

regularly reviewed to include new ship 

type s that were excluded  in the  previous 

versions of the Equasis Annual Statistics  

but which should now be included to 

better reflect the situation of the world 

merchant fleet.  

 

PSC SHIP TYPES 

PSC organisations use  specific ship type 

categories that are different from the one s 

used by IHS  Markit  Maritime  & Trade . 

From 2011 onward s, th ese categories 

have been  used in Chapter 5  (Port State 

Control)  for ship types.  

 

For ships that have never been inspected 

or when the ship type is not reported  in 

the PSC data  provided to Equasis, it is not 

possible to attribute a ñPSC ship typeò 

easily. In this situation, a ñdefault PSC 

ship typeò is used in substitution of a 

genuine PSC ship type.  

 

The ñdefault PSC ship type ò is based on 

the ship type as provided by IHS  Markit  

Maritime  & Trade . Annex III provide s the 

aggregation used for this purpose. This 

Annex was established mainly through 

statistical analysis and direct comparisons 

between IHS Markit Maritime  & Trade ship 

types and PSC ship types.  It cannot be 

directly compared to Annex I as the 

intention is no t to create categories of 

ships  but  instead  to attribute a PSC ship 

type to ships that were not inspected . 

 

FLAG STATES 

Flag States (under which ships are 

registered) are grouped in two categories, 

ñtargetedò and ñnon-targetedò. Those in 

the ñtargetedò group are the flag States  

which appear on at le ast one of the 

targeted lists of the Paris Memorandum of 

Understanding ( Paris MoU)  [Black List], 

the Tokyo MoU  [Black List]  and the US 

Coast Guard (USCG)  [safety tar geting] . 

Indian Ocean MoU (IO MoU) , Viña del Mar 

MoU (VDM  MoU) , Mediterranean MoU 

(Med MoU)  and Caribbean MoU (CMoU) 

also provid e their inspection results to 

Equasis , but they do not use  a target  list.  

 

The lists are published annually and 

reflect the safety performance of ships 

registered to each flag State as measured 

by the number of port Sta te inspections 

and detentions recorded over a three -year 

period.  

 

It is possible for a flag State to be 

ñtargetedò in one regime but not in 

another. This can be because its safety 

performance varies from one regime to 

anothe r,  or , because few, or none , of  its  

ships trade to ports covered by a 

particular PSC regime . 

 

Further details are included in the list of 

the respective regimesô port State control 

Annual Reports . The list of targeted flag 

States, based on the 201 7 annual reports 

of the Paris MoU, the T okyo MoU and the 

US Coast Guard, can be found in Annex  II.  

 

SOURCE OF INFORMATIO N 

Equasis is fed by over  60 data providers 

which can be divided in to  six  categories: 

core ship and company data, PSC 

regimes, classificati on societies, P&I  clubs , 

associations or vetting  programs  and 

other international organisations. Almost 

all of these sources are used in this 

document to a greater or lesser extent.  

 

As to PSC information, it should be noted 

that not all inspections within the Indian 

Ocean MoU  are reporte d in Equasis . Only 

inspections from Australia, France  

(Réunion  Island ) , India, Iran, Mauritius, 

Oman, South Africa,  Sri Lanka , Maldives, 

Kenya and Bangladesh were  considered in  

these statistics . 
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2.  The Merchant  Fleet Population  
 

 

INTRODUCTION  

The t ables in this chapter provide a 

picture of the fleet of ships in Equasis in 

terms of type, size, age and the flag 

under which the ship is registered.  

 

RESULTS 

Graph 1 shows that ,  by number, the 

Equasis fleet is dominated by small and 

medium sized ships up  to 24.999 GT  

(8 0%) . Small ships alone represent 3 7% 

by number, although around only  1% by 

tonnage.  

 

Tugs  (20 .4%) , general cargo ships 

(1 7.9%), oil and chemical tankers  

(14. 8%)  and  bulk carriers  (1 3.0%)  are 

the four most common ship type s by 

number, repre senting about two thirds of 

the Equasis fleet.  Most of these are small 

and medium sized  ships . It should be 

noted that the 2017 data does not include 

fishing vessels with an IMO number ï 

these vessels  were only added to the 

Equasis database in 2018 and wil l be 

incorporated in next yearôs review. 

 

Within  the large and very large categ ories, 

bulk carriers ( 43.0%), oil and chemical 

tankers  (2 5.2 %) and container ships 

(16.4%)  represen t approximately  85%  of 

the fleet in  number  in these ship size 

categories .  

 

In  terms of tonnage , the large and very 

large size categories represent 82% of the 

Equasis fleet (Graph 2), with oil and 

chemical tankers , bulk carriers , and 

container ships  jointly  dominating both 

categories at  84.3 %  (large)  and 82.5 %  

(very large) .  

 

Table 3  shows an almost even distribution  

of the Equasis fleet, by number, of ships 

under and over 15 years  of age . However , 

there is a large dominance of older ships 

in the small and medium ship size 

categories. The trend is reversed in the 

large and very large ship size categories, 

where 77 .9% (large) and 8 3.0% (very 

large) are less than 15 years old.  

 

Graph 4 shows that the most modern 

fleets are made up of  the biggest ships in 

tonnage. Looking back at the statistics of 

the previous years, it is clear that the  

younger ships are bigger than their 

predecessors. This trend has been 

observed in previous  year s with  the 

biggest ships being  recent additions to the 

fleet.  

 

Graph 13 shows that over  a third (3 6%) 

of the total number of ships  in Equasis  are 

associated wit h a targeted flag  State . 

Graphs 17  and 19  show  that this 

proportion is lower for  large ships (32 %)  

and  very large ships ( 32 % ) . 

 

Table s 13 and 14 both show that for the 

targeted flag  States , g eneral cargo ships 

are  the most common ship category  in  

number ( 28.9%) , but bulk c arriers are  the 

most common ship type category by 

tonnage ( 39 .8%). This is expected  

considering that the se two ship types  are 

the most common  with respect to the  total 

number of ships and tonnage ( 20 .9% and 

34.6 % , respectively ).  Even thoug h, in 

number of ships  general cargo, bulk 

carriers and oil and chemical tankers are 

similar (20.9%, 20.1%, 20.2%, 

respectively), general cargo ships are 

clearly more common in targeted flags 

(28.9%, 21.5%, 18.9%, respectively).  

Oil and chemical t anker s (2 1.0%) , 

container ships  (9.8%)  and offshore 

vessels (11.7%) have a larger proportion 

of the total number of ships  originating 

from non - targeted flag  States  when 

compared to targeted flag States  

 

Since the last  edition of the annual 

statistics a new section has been  

introduced ï ñ2.4 ï Ship Sightings by 

Geographical Area ò. Ship sighting s are 

provided  to Equasis  by  AXSMarine, 

VesselTracker and MarineTraffic.  At least 

Chapter 2  
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one ship sighting was recorded for 65% of 

the active fleet  of  Equasis.  

The figures presented in  this section are 

strongly dependent  on  the coastal and 

satellite coverage of AIS data  guaranteed  

by the  abovementioned  data -providers.  

 

Table 21  suggest s that the  majority of  

maritime traffic occ urs in the 

Mediterranean Sea (13.1%) and Asia 

(37.5 %), with  both geographical areas  

accounting  for 5 0% of the to tal sightings  

reported to Equasis . In  respect to  ship 

size, small sized ships were predominately  

sighted  in the Mediterranean Sea ( 24 .7%) 

while  very large ships in Asia (4 0.2 %).  
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2.1.  WHOLE FLEET 

Table 1 - World fleet :  total nu mber of ships, by type and size  

 
Source:  Equasis   (1) GT<500  -   (2) 500ÒGT<25.000  -   (3) 25.000ÒGT<60.000  -  (4) GTÓ60.000  

 
Table 2 - World fleet : gross tonnage (in 1000 gt ), by type and size  

 
Source:  Equasis   (1) GT<500  -   (2) 500ÒGT<25.000GT  -   (3) 25.000ÒGT<60.000  -  (4) GTÓ60.000  

 
Graph 1 - World fleet : total number of ships, by size  Graph 2 - World fleet : gross tonnage, by size  
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2.2.  SHIPS BY AGE  

 

WORLD FLEET 

 
Table 3 - Total number of ships, by age and size  

 
Source:  Equasis   (1) GT<500  -   (2) 500ÒGT<25.000  -   (3) 25.000ÒGT<60.000  -  (4) GTÓ60.000  

 
Table 4 - Gross tonnage (in 1000 gt ) of ships, by age and size  

 
Source:  Equasis  (1) GT<500  -   (2) 500ÒGT<25.000  -   (3) 25.000ÒGT<60.000  -  (4) GTÓ60.000  

 
Graph 3 - World fleet : total number of ships, by  age and  size  

 
Graph 4 - World fleet  : gross tonnage (in 1000 gt ) by age and size  
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0-4 years old  SHIPS  

 
Table 5 - Total number of 0 -4 years old ships, by type and size  

 
Source:  Equasis   (1) GT<500  -   (2) 500ÒGT<25.000  -   (3) 25.000ÒGT<60.000  -  (4) GTÓ60.000  

 
Table 6 -  Gross tonnage (in 1000 gt ) of 0 -4 years old ships, by type and size  

 
Source:  Equasis   (1) GT<500  -   (2) 500ÒGT<25.000  -   (3) 25.000ÒGT<60.000  -  (4) GTÓ60.000  

 

 

Graph 5 - World fleet : total number of 0 -4 years old 
ships, by size  

Graph 6 - World fleet : gross tonnage of 0 -4 years old 
ships by size  
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5-14 YEARS OLD SHIPS  

 
Table 7 - Total number of 5 -14 years old ships, by type and size  

 
Source:  Equasis  (1) GT<500  -   (2) 500ÒGT<25.000  -   (3) 25.000ÒGT<60.000  -  (4) GTÓ60.000  

 
Table 8 - Gross tonnage (in 1000 gt ) of 5 -14 years old ships, by type and size  

 
Source:  Equasis  (1) GT<500  -   (2) 500ÒGT<25.000  -   (3) 25.000ÒGT<60.000  -  (4) GTÓ60.000  

 
Graph 7 - Total number of 5 -14 years old ships by size  Graph 8 - Gross tonnage of 5 -14 years old ships by 

size  
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15 -24 YEARS OLD SHIPS  

 
Table 9 - Total number of 15 -24 years old ships, by type and size  

 
Source:  Equasis (1) GT<500  -   (2) 500ÒGT<25.000  -   (3) 25.000ÒGT<60.000  -  (4) GTÓ60.000  

 
Table 10 - Gross tonnage (in 1000 gt ) of 15 -24 years old ships, by type and size  

 
Source:  Equasis   (1) GT<500  -   (2) 500ÒGT<25.000  -   (3) 25.000ÒGT<60.000  -  (4) GTÓ60.000  

 
Graph 9 - Total number of 15 -14 years old ships by 
size  

Graph 10 - Gross tonnage of 15 -24 years old ships by 
size  
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+25 YEARS OLD SHIPS  

 
Table 11 - Total number of +25 years old ships, by type and size  

 
Source:  Equasis  (1) GT<500  -   (2) 500ÒGT<25.000  -   (3) 25.0 00ÒGT<60.000  -  (4) GTÓ60.000  

 
Table 12 - Gross tonnage (in 1000 gt ) of +25 years old ships, by type and size  

 
Source:  Equasis  (1) GT<500  -   (2) 500ÒGT<25.000  -   (3) 25.000ÒGT<60.000  -  (4) GTÓ60.000  

 

 
Graph 11 - Total number of +25 years old ships by size  Graph 12 - Gross tonnage o f +25 years old ships by size  
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2.3.  SHIPS BY FLAG  

 

WHOLE FLEET GTÓ500 

 
Table 13 - World fleet GTÓ500: total number of ships, by type and flag  

 
Source:  Equasis  

 
Table 14 - World fleet GTÓ500: gross tonnage (in 1000 gt ) of ships, by type and flag  

 
Source:  Equasis  

 
Graph 13 - World fleet GTÓ500: total number of ships, 
by flag  

Graph 14 - World fleet GTÓ500: gross tonnage of ships, 
by flag  
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MEDIUM  SIZED  SHIPS  

 
Table 15 - Total number of medium  sized (1)  ships, by type and flag  

 
Source:  Equasis  (1) 500ÒGT<25.000  

 
Table 16 - Gross tonnage (in 1000 gt ) of medium  sized (1)  ships, by type and flag  

 
Source:  Equasis  (1) 500ÒGT<25.000  

 
Graph 15 - Total number of medium  sized  ships, by flag  Graph 16 - Gross tonnage of medium  sized  ships, by 

flag  
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LARGE SHIPS  

 
Table 17 - Total number of large (1)  ships, by type and flag  

 
Source:  Equasis  (1)  25.000ÒGT<60.000 

 
Table 18 - Gross tonnage (in 1000 gt ) of large (1)  ships, by type and flag  

 
Source:  Equasis  (1) 25.000ÒGT<60.000 

 
Graph 17 - Total number of large ships, by flag  Graph 18 - Gross tonnage of large ships, by flag  
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VERY LARGE SHIPS  

 
Table 19 - Total number of very large (1)  ships, by type and flag  

 
Source:  Equasis  (1) GTÓ60.000  

 
Table 20 - Gross tonnage (in 1000 gt ) of very large (1)  ships, by type and flag  

 
Source:  Equasis  (1) GTÓ60.000  

 
Graph 19 - Total number of very large ships, by flag  Graph 20 - Gross tonnage of very large ships, by flag  
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2.4.  SHIP SIGHTINGS  BY GEOGRAPHICAL AREA  

Table 21 - Ship Sightings: total distinct number of ships sighted by area and by size  ï 2017   

 
Source:  As provided by AXSMarine, VesselTracker and MarineTraffic to Equasis  (1) GT<500  -   (2) 500ÒGT<25.000  -   (3) 25.000ÒGT<60.000  -   (4) GTÓ60.000  

 

Table 22 - Ship Sightings: Gross tonnage (in 1000 gt ) of distinct ships sighted by area and by size  ï 2017   

 
Source:  As provided by AXSMarine, VesselTracker and MarineTraffic to Equasis  (1) GT<500  -   (2) 500ÒGT<25.000  -   (3) 25.000ÒGT<60.000  -  (4) GTÓ60.000  

 
  

Geographical Area

Australia and New Zeeland 356 1.3% 1,649 1.7% 3,002 3.9% 1,781 4.4% 6,788 2.8%

East Africa 164 0.6% 1,854 1.9% 4,572 5.9% 2,875 7.1% 9,465 3.9%

East Asia 2,686 10.1% 13,862 13.9% 8,608 11.1% 5,038 12.4% 30,194 12.3%

Mediterranean Sea 5,267 19.9% 14,531 14.6% 7,121 9.1% 3,787 9.3% 30,706 12.6%

Middle America and Gulf of Mexico 1,153 4.4% 4,294 4.3% 4,810 6.2% 1,918 4.7% 12,175 5.0%

New Guinea Pacific 341 1.3% 1,386 1.4% 1,868 2.4% 812 2.0% 4,407 1.8%

North America East Coast 2,467 9.3% 4,954 5.0% 4,833 6.2% 2,062 5.1% 14,316 5.9%

North America West Coast 1,027 3.9% 1,917 1.9% 3,440 4.4% 1,290 3.2% 7,674 3.1%

North Asia 25 0.1% 128 0.1% 12 0.0% 13 0.0% 178 0.1%

North Europe 1,118 4.2% 6,044 6.1% 1,944 2.5% 694 1.7% 9,800 4.0%

South America East Coast 708 2.7% 3,296 3.3% 4,417 5.7% 1,893 4.7% 10,314 4.2%

South America West Coast 157 0.6% 1,285 1.3% 1,481 1.9% 522 1.3% 3,445 1.4%

South Asia 3,320 12.5% 12,252 12.3% 7,804 10.0% 4,461 11.0% 27,837 11.4%

South East Asia 3,535 13.4% 14,996 15.0% 8,749 11.2% 5,020 12.4% 32,300 13.2%

South Africa 338 1.3% 1,889 1.9% 4,690 6.0% 2,601 6.4% 9,518 3.9%

West Africa 1,186 4.5% 6,707 6.7% 5,741 7.4% 3,391 8.3% 17,025 7.0%

West Europe 2,627 9.9% 8,603 8.6% 4,741 6.1% 2,456 6.0% 18,427 7.5%

Total 26,475 100% 99,647 100% 77,833 100% 40,614 100% 244,569 100%

Small
(1)

Medium
(2)

Large
(3)

Very Large
(4) Total

Geographical Area

Australia and New Zeeland 117 1.5% 22,861 2.5% 121,896 4.1% 163,860 3.9% 308,734 3.8%

East Africa 56 0.7% 24,126 2.6% 176,815 5.9% 311,081 7.5% 512,078 6.3%

East Asia 890 11.4% 109,950 12.1% 330,477 11.1% 535,936 12.9% 977,253 12.1%

Mediterranean Sea 1,514 19.4% 114,247 12.5% 267,723 9.0% 400,231 9.6% 783,715 9.7%

Middle America and Gulf of Mexico 370 4.7% 50,936 5.6% 183,123 6.1% 183,758 4.4% 418,187 5.2%

New Guinea Pacific 103 1.3% 16,257 1.8% 77,112 2.6% 71,716 1.7% 165,188 2.0%

North America East Coast 666 8.5% 54,630 6.0% 184,538 6.2% 195,597 4.7% 435,431 5.4%

North America West Coast 256 3.3% 25,463 2.8% 135,034 4.5% 120,264 2.9% 281,017 3.5%

North Asia 6 0.1% 535 0.1% 463 0.0% 1,075 0.0% 2,079 0.0%

North Europe 312 4.0% 47,463 5.2% 73,409 2.5% 60,731 1.5% 181,915 2.3%

South America East Coast 230 2.9% 39,929 4.4% 166,341 5.6% 196,848 4.7% 403,348 5.0%

South America West Coast 53 0.7% 16,881 1.9% 53,845 1.8% 48,207 1.2% 118,986 1.5%

South Asia 966 12.4% 102,112 11.2% 298,265 10.0% 473,360 11.4% 874,703 10.8%

South East Asia 1,092 14.0% 112,791 12.4% 335,176 11.2% 532,815 12.8% 981,874 12.2%

South Africa 111 1.4% 24,715 2.7% 181,087 6.1% 277,703 6.7% 483,616 6.0%

West Africa 361 4.6% 71,013 7.8% 216,815 7.3% 354,788 8.5% 642,977 8.0%

West Europe 694 8.9% 77,481 8.5% 180,584 6.1% 239,392 5.7% 498,151 6.2%

Total 7,797 100% 911,390 100% 2,982,703 100% 4,167,362 100% 8,069,252 100%

Medium
(2)

Large
(3)

Very Large
(4) TotalSmall

(1)
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Graph 21 - Ship Sightings : total distinct number of  ships  sighted by geographical area  ï 2017  (1)  

 
Source s (1) :  As provided by AXSMarine, VesselTracker and MarineTraffic  to Equasis  
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3.  Classification Societies  
 

INTRODUCTION  

Classificati on Societies provide technical 

and surveying services for the shipping 

industry and the flag States. On the one 

hand they survey the ship on behalf of the 

owner and issue a óclass certificateô for the 

ship. On the other hand  they may be 

mandated by flag States to undertake 

statutory surveys on their behalf as 

Recognised Organisations . The main 

classification societies worldwide are 

members of the International Association 

of Classification Societies (IACS).  

 

This chapter and all other tables and 

graphs dea ling with Classification 

Societies in this publication, with the 

exception of Chapter s 5.5 and 5.6, only 

refer to the óclassô function;  they only 

indicate the societ y that issue d the class 

certificates for a particular ship. It does 

not necessarily follow  that the same 

society is also acting as a Recognised 

Organisation on behalf of the shipôs flag 

State.  

 

In 201 7, IACS consisted of 12  member 

societies:  

 

¶ American Bureau of Shipping (ABS)  

¶ Bureau Veritas (BV)  

¶ China Classification Society (CCS)  

¶ Croatian Regi ster of Shipping 

(CRS)  

¶ Det Norske Veritas  -  Germanischer 

Lloyd  (DNV  -  GL)  

¶ Indian Register of Shipping (IRS)  

¶ Korean Register of Shipping (KR)  

¶ Lloyd's Register of Shipping (LR)  

¶ Nippon Kaiji Kyokai (NK)  

¶ Polish Register of Shipping (PRS)  

¶ Registro Italiano Nava le (RINA)  

¶ Russian Maritime Register of 

Shipping (RS)  

 

The tables in this chapter show the 

proportion of the Equasis fleet GTÓ500, in 

each ship size category and ship type, 

which were classed by IACS  members and 

those classed by  non - IACS  members  (the 

2018 data includes data from Türk Loydu, 

Overseas Marine Cer tification Services 

Class and Dromon Bureau of Shipping) . 

Data on class comes from classification 

societies that are data -providers of 

Equasis while remaining class  information  

is supplied by IHS  Markit  Maritime  & 

Trade , when available.  

 

There are 11,493  active ships  for which no 

classification data is available at all in 

Equasis. This equates to a gross tonnage 

of 29 ,665 ,277 , which  is 2.3% of the total 

gross  tonnage . These are mainly small 

tugs and medium  sized  general cargo 

ships. When considering only sh ips above 

500  GT, the figures drop to 5,393  ships , 

representing  a total gross tonnage of 

28 ,112 ,068  (2.2% of the total gross 

tonnage ). For simplicity reasons s hips that 

are not classed by IACS member s or for 

which no class record exists are grouped 

under t he heading ñNon - IACS/No Record ò. 

 

In C hapter 3.3 the fleet is analysed 

according to class and flag State status. 

Flag  States  are grouped in two categories, 

targeted and non - targeted  flag , as 

explained in Chapter  1.  

 

In Chapter 3.4 the detention rate of shi ps 

is the ratio between the number of 

detentions and the number of inspections 

in the Paris MoU, Tokyo  MoU, Indian 

Ocean MoU , USCG, Viñ a del Mar  MoU 

Mediterranean MoU  and Caribbean MoU . It 

should be noted that data from the Black 

Sea MoU will start being i ncluded in this 

report in 2018 as a data sharing 

agreement with Equasis has only just 

been concluded. It is hoped that Riyadh 

MoU and Abuja MoU data can also be 

included in 2018.  Although a ll detentions 

are taken into account, whether or not  the 

deficienci es giving rise to the detention  

were  indicated by PSC as being related to 

the activities of the Classification Society  

or Recognised Organisation.  

 

 

Chapter 3  
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RESULTS 

Graph 2 2 shows that the Equasis fleet 

over 500 GT is dominated by ships classed 

by IACS members ( 61 %  by number and 

77% by tonnage).  

 

This proportion is reflected in most of the 

ship types although general cargo ships 

account for around a third  (31 .4%) of the 

worldôs fleet over 500GT that are not IACS 

classed  or for which no record was 

available  in Equa sis (Table 2 3). Graphs 2 4 

to 2 9 show that the IACS share is bigger ,  

in number of ships, in the higher size  

categor ies of the ship s, with 80 %  of the 

large ships and 78% of the very large 

ship s categories  being classed by IACS , 

(compared to 61% of the total) . Ships 

covered by non - IACS members  or for 

which no class was recorded  are mostly 

medium sized ships (Graph  24) in contrast  

with remaining  ship size categories . 

 

Graphs 30 , 3 8, 4 6 and 5 4 show  that  the 

IACS  members  coverage is greater among 

the younger flee t and tends to diminish 

with age ï from 74 % o f ships aged up to 

5 years to 32 % of the fleet over 25 years 

old.  

 

Graph 6 2 show s that 40 %  of ships  

originated from Non -Targeted Flag s are 

being classified by IACS members, with 

24 % of the ships being classed by  non -

IACS  (or no record was found) .  

 

In Chapter 3.4, t he safety performance of 

the Equasis fleet over 500 GT, as 

measured by detention rate, shows that 

2.80 %  of inspections resulted in detention 

in 2017  (Table 71) . Those ships classed by 

an IACS  member had a lower  detention 

ratio  in 201 7 (2.30 %) than those classed 

with non - IACS members or with no 

recorded class ( 4.35%).  

 

For certain ship categories  the number of 

inspection s is too small to be statistically 

significant, thus explaining  some of the 

reported 0% detention rate . 
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3.1.  CLASS STATUS  

 

WORLD FLEET GTÓ500: TOTAL NUMBER OF SH IPS, BY TYPE AND CLA SS 

 
Table 23 - World fleet GTÓ500 : total number of ships, by type and class 

 
Source:  Equasis   -   IACS membership on 31/12/ 2017  

 
Table 24 - World fleet GTÓ500 : gross tonnage (in 1000 gt ) of ships, by type and class  

 
Source : Equasis  -   IACS membership on 31/12/ 2017  

 
Graph 22 - World fleet GTÓ500 : total number of ships, 
by class  

Graph 23 - World fleet GTÓ500 : gross tonnage of ships, 
by class  

  
 

  






































































































































































