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Background

I. Introduction

As a follow up to the SSN group No 10 workshop (Lisbon 21 and 22 October 08), EMSA invited the experts participating in the “SSN working group on future developments” to a meeting in The Hague at the headquarters of the Paris MOU on PSC. The objective of the meeting was mainly to discuss the implementation of the new PSC information notification in SSN, as required by the recent recast of the PSC Directive. 

Representatives from the United Kingdom, Ireland, the Netherlands, Greece, Belgium, Malta, Italy, Germany, France, Norway, Poland, the Paris MoU Secretariat and the European Commission attended the meeting. The list of participants is attached as Annex 1 and the workshop agenda as Annex 2.

The workshop was chaired by Mr. Lazaros Aichmalotidis (Head of Unit of Vessel C.2 - Traffic and Reporting Services). Mr. Frank Rohling (EMSA/B.2) and Mr. Lorenzo Fiamma (EMSA/C.2) attended on behalf of EMSA while Mr Urban Hallberg represented the COM. 
All the documentation presented, including power point presentations and this report are available at: https://extranet.emsa.europa.eu/index.php?option=com_docman&Itemid=120
Workshop Objectives

The objective of the meeting was mainly to discuss the implementation of the new PSC related information in SafeSeaNet required as a result of the recast of the PSC Directive. 

Furthermore, the need to amend the existing SSN XML protocol (for the first time after the launching of SSN in 2002) for dealing with the new PSC related notifications, is considered by the group as an opportunity to consider other possible additional improvements.    

Workshop Programme

1. Opening / Introduction (PARIS MoU/EMSA/COM)
Mr. Frank Rohling on behalf of the Secretariat of the Paris MoU on PSC welcomed the participants highlighting the importance for the Paris MoU to host a  SafeSeaNet experts meeting at its headquarter. This is appreciated as being a positive signal for an effective relationship between the two communities. He informed the group of the outcome of the PMOU MAB meeting of February 2009 where the importance of SSN for the future of PSC was affirmed. At this meeting the PMOU endorsed the document “SSN-WGT01-05-PSC_Notif_v1.0.” detailing the relevant business logic.
Mr. Lazaros Aichmalotidis underlined the fact that the development of the THETIS related information notification in SSN is a challenging task to be carried out in a very short time. The particularity of the task consists on the fact that the SSN experts are asked to define the technical specifications and to develop the SSN national applications based on the feedback they get from the PSC experts. In addition the “business logic” of the new notification is notably different from the logic of the existing messages in SSN since a number of different users may act as data providers at different stages of the ship call (ship agents or masters providing the pre-arrival information and port Authorities, or Coast Guard or VTS or others providing the ATA and ATD information).

Mr. Urban Hallberg (COM) recalled that SSN is facing a challenging period due to the integration of PSC-related notifications and the concept of the “integrated maritime surveillance” which will enlarge the scope of the monitoring activities. 

2. Approval of the agenda 
The agenda was approved.

3. EMSA planning (SSN WGT/01/02)
The group noted the phases of implementation of the PSC message into SSN and invited the COM to present the same project plan to the SSN Steering Committee established under the provisions of the amended VTMIS directive for consultation and approval.

4. Introducing “shipcallid” and “notificationstatus” (SSN WGT/01/03)
The task of introducing the ShipCallID attribute and the NotificationStatus element into the XML protocol has been recognized as being quite complicated since the mechanism depicted is different from what is already in place and it is difficult to present in an easy to understand way.

The group recognized the value of grouping notifications using the “ShipCallID” attribute and updating notifications by using the “NotificationStatus” element for the “new”, “update” and “delete” functionalities. The “replace” functionality was considered as superfluous. 

Participants invited EMSA to present further the technical details of the proposed solution in a more easy and understandable way, possibly using more case scenarios. Moreover, MSs’ representatives were invited to present any alternative solution by 11th March 09 for the group to consider. 

5. Implementing the ‘from’ and ‘sender’ attributes (SSN WGT/01/04)
Participants did not agree to include the “sender” attribute and to amend the position and use of the ‘from’ attribute into the new and existing messages. Although the group recognized the need to have the attribute ‘from’ used for declaring the actual message originator (either the LCA or the NCA), however it was recognised that the responsibility for implementing the relevant access rights matrix and data distribution within a national organisation remains up to the Member State.  
6. PSC message in SSN is a priority (SSN WGT/01/05)
Mr. Frank Rohling introduced THETIS, with its main functionalities and characteristics, emphasizing the critical role SafeSeaNet will have in providing the PSC system with the relevant data on ship movements to, from EU ports and anchorages. Integration of SSN and THETIS will allow already available infrastructures to be used which will lead to an economy of scale and a possible cross fertilization between the two systems. 
The group recognised that the integration of the THETIS related information should be the first priority with the objective to adopt the new specifications at SafeSeaNet Group 11 (May ‘09). 
It was recalled also that although the objective of the group is constrained by the current SSN legal framework, further technical improvements falling under this framework might be considered to be discussed by the WGT and presented to the SSN Group for approval. Hence, the group suggest to apply further improvements to SSN (changes falling under the existing legal framework) which will be discussed further by the WGT and agreed by SSN 12 (October 09).

7. Information to be notified

The group expressed concerns in supporting the three-PSC-messages data scheme initially proposed by EMSA. In order to keep consistency with the existing XML protocol, the group recognised that the current structure of the port notification should be amended to accommodate the whole new PSC information. 
The group agreed that the new PSC information should be notified through a superset of the existing port notification message that will be updated as soon as the different pieces of information will become available. Furthermore, to avoid confusion, the group suggested using the term “information to be notified” instead of “new notifications”. 
8. Merge HAZMAT with port notifications 
It was recognized that the existing port notification, the new PSC-amended version of the port notification and the current HAZMAT message have the message’s general section in common. This allows merging of information from the distinct messages into a single notification message.
The group supported the idea of merging the PSC-amended port and HAZMAT messages in one (for vessels coming from a non-EU port). Due to shortage of time the issue was not thoroughly considered.

9. Request / response possibility (SSN WGT/01/06)
The group agreed that PSC information notified to SSN should be retrievable through SSN. However since this possibility is not foreseen in the recast of the PSC Directive, the group invited the COM to present the issue at the SSN Steering Committee.

10. Others

· The group invited EMSA to present at SSN 11 (May 09) the optimal way (best practices) of developments at national level;
· The participants suggested adding more explanations and examples in the “description” column of the XMLRG referring to the new information to be notified to SSN; 

· Several participants suggested solutions for various issues as discussed. Participants were explicitly invited by EMSA to share their proposals in writing for assessment.   

11. Closing of the meeting
Mr. Lazaros Aichmalotidis thanked the Paris MOU secretariat for the provision of meeting facilities and services. He emphasised that the SSN and PSC Community will continue to work together to achieve the new challenging task. Considering the importance of the matter for SSN and PSC, the hosting of the SSN technical working group at the PMOU secretariat is a symbolic gesture highly appreciated by EMSA.
     

Workshop Conclusions / Follow-up Actions
The technical solution for implementing PSC information notification into SSN will be revised considering the feedback of the meeting. The new version of the amended port/PSC notification data scheme will be provided intersessionally to the WGT participants to be considered and assessed.

Further proposals for technical improvements and system enhancements will be considered and proposed to the group in a future WGT meeting in order to bring the relevant technical specifications to the SSN 12 for discussion and approval.
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	1. 
	09:00 - 09:10
	Welcome and opening the meeting
	Paris MoU

	2. 
	09.10 - 09.20
	Meeting objectives 
	EMSA

	3. 
	09:20 - 09:25
	Approval of the agenda (SSN WGT/01/01)
	Participants

	4. 
	09.25 - 09.40
	Recast PSC Directive - THETIS requirements
	EMSA

	5. 
	09.40 - 09.50
	EMSA Working plan for PSC messages implementation (SSN WGT/01/02)
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	15. 
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	Discussion / Conclusions
	EMSA/Participants
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