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	Executive summary 
	Based on the ideas and proposals made by Member States, the EMSA experts developed a first approach for a “unified” request/ response message that is initially intended for the PortPlus information retrieval tasks (that is provision of information on pre-arrival, arrival, departure and the relevant Hazmat information). The message is described in the ANNEX of this paper


	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 5

	Related documents
	a. SSN XML RG V 1.65
b. Proposal of inclusion in SafeSeaNet

of new, PSC recast directive related,  messages
c. Request/Response mechanism in SSN: New enhanced functionality (SSN 9/4/4)



1. INTRODUCTION

THETIS shall provide, in line with the provisions in the recast PSC directive, information, relating to ship calls and ships. The diagram below illustrates the basic work-flow that will be established for the exchange of notifications between data providers and data requesters.
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Work-flow for the exchange of notifications
During the recent meeting of the SSN WGT at The Hague the group discussed on an initial proposal from EMSA and agreed on the idea of creating a single unified message by merging the PSC related information with the to-be-amended port notification. Further it supported the idea of a unified message with the potential integration of the HAZMAT. EMSA was tasked to develop a proposal for such a unified message (the proposal is presented in <b>. The message is provisionally identified there as the PortPlus message). It is evident that in the future, other notifications (e.g. WASTE and SECURITY) can be integrated into the PortPlus.

As a consequence of the introduction of a single unified message between MS and SSN EIS, some Member States proposed a similar single unified message for replacement of the current Request / Response messages.
EMSA experts developed a first approach for a “unified” request/ response message that is initially intended for the PortPlus information retrieval tasks (that is provision of information on pre-arrival, arrival, departure and the relevant Hazmat information). However the message structure allows, if MS wish to do so, the potential integration of other type of request/ responses, e.g. MRS, waste, security and event incident reports for identified vessels.
It is important to note that the message structure is intended to serve queries via XML with a wide operational scope (not such fetching the “latest” as it implemented in the current operational SSN version). Further the structure allows the future integration of additional queries by merely adding more values in attributes that already foreseen in the message structure. 
2.  Operational ISSUES
This proposal promotes the idea of the utilisation of a single unified message for the PortPlus that will be used for requests for data to be currently integrated in PortPlus (e.g. port or Hazmat or both).

The data requester will be able to request SafeSeaNet - via XML - to get:

· specific operational information related to the various stages of a ship call  for a given vessel (notified to SSN EIS via the PortPlus notification message and/ or other relevant notification messages in SSN that in current and/or  future versions of SSN EIS provide information related to ship calls/ voyages). Such information may relate, for instance, to the expected ship call of a ship on the basis of the ETA, the most recent departure of the ship on the basis of ATD, etc;
· the whole set  of notifications concerning the current voyage of a specific ship (i.e. the pre-arrival, arrival, departure notifications and associated – if made available – Hazmat declarations);
· information on ship calls at a specific European Port during a specific time frame;
· confirmation that Hazmat material exist on board a ship during its current voyage;
· a short summary of Hazmat declaration describing the dangerous good on board during is current voyage; or
· the whole set of information made available by a M.S on dangerous goods  carried on board a ship during is current voyage.
The request/response messages (MS2SSN and SSN2MS) concerning the communication of SSN EIS with the data requester contain the basic elements described in the annexed tables. Further it might be expanded (by adding the relevant elements) to incorporate the request/response of information related to other notifications’ types.
3. Flexibility in querying SSN
The current SSN implementation allows users to query SSN for the latest notification details for a given vessel in response to a request. Such functionality does not fully satisfy users’ needs. The issue was thoroughly investigated by the SSN group and during SSN 9, the group decided to adopt the Data Quality WG proposal on implementing a enhanced request/response functionality, based upon a combination of search criteria. 
The proposed request/response messages are aligned with the principles of the enhanced functionality discussed in SSN 9. The scope of proposed queries will allow users of SSN to query the system on the basis of a wider range of criteria and/or a combination of them.
The queries initially enabled – given the values proposed for the GetDetails parameter are outlined in the annex. 

Given the extended nature of such queries (those that are agreed for implementation) it is possible to foresee an impact on the SSN ICD, which may need to be re-drafted to make reference to any such decisions.

4. TECHNICAL issues/ IMPACT TO Member states applications 
Following the decisions to be made on legal, operational level, the XML Reference Guide will need to be updated and new XML request/response messages to be introduced in the XML communications between NCA applications and EIS. In this respect, it is noted that:

· There is going to be no impact to MSs applications, should it be decided to request information via the SSN-EIS web-based interface; while
· MSs will be required to upgrade their systems to incorporate the new request/ response messages, via XML.
5. proposal on road map for taking and implementing relevant decisions 

The table below outlines the EMSA proposal on resolving open questions and implementing a request mechanism via SSN.

	Nr.
	Action
	Who
	Deadline

	1
	Preparation of a proposal for potential amendments in the ICD and the XML reference guide
	WGT 
	May 2009

	2
	SSN group discusses and agree on a proposal for further assessment
	SSN 11
	June 2009

	3
	SSN EIS and NCA applications are adapted on the basis of the decisions taken
	M.S. and EMSA
	Mid 2010

	4
	Request/ Response mechanism is tested during the initial operational phase of SSN v.2
	M.S. and EMSA
	End of 2010

	5
	SSN new release in production
	M.S. and EMSA
	January 2011


6. ACTION REQUIRED

Participants in the WGT are invited to assess this paper, propose any further elaboration of the action plan given in section 5 above and provide comments on the annex. If agreed by the group, the proposed XML structure as in the annex will be embedded in the new version of the XML Reference Guide to be presented to the SSN11 for further assessment and/or adoption.
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