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	Executive summary 
	This document proposes a phase out date regarding the exchange of the detailed part of the SSN messages through phone and FAX. 


	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 3

	Related documents
	a. SSN 7/3/3 document

b. Paragr. III.3 of SSN 7 minutes 


1. INTRODUCTION
SSN is a telematic network to share information between Governmental bodies, based on concepts such as “distributed databases” and the “asynchronous exchanging of messages”. The SSN system should act automatically once the information is ready to be provided (response message), once requested (request message).

The hazmat notification includes:

a. The hazmat details: can be provided in XML format or in pdf (downloadable file from a web server) or by phone and FAX.
b. The cargo manifest: can be forwarded to the requester in pdf format or by phone & fax.
The Alert and the Ship Responses messages can also be exchanged by phone &f ax.

2. EMSA PROPOSAL
The temporary solution adopted at the initial stage of SSN allowing providing in the case of any details (Hazmat, MRS or Alert) the tel & fax of a point of contact instead of the information required itself cannot be maintained for ever.
This possibility has to be withdrawn and the proper changes in the Interface Control Document (paragraph 4.1.3), in the XML messaging reference guide (pages 24, 58, 60, 62, 63, 65, 66, 67, etc.) and in the SSN Network and Security Guide (page 36) have to be performed.
The necessary amendments should be implemented in the next SSN Version 2 (foreseen to be implemented at the end of 2008) because of:
· The impact on the different above mentioned reference documents,

· The present implementation of SSN throughout the different MS (at least three users are employing this option) and
· The expected changes in the hazmat messages (XML)

MSs (NCA) should notify their users that the phone /FAX possibilities will be phased out and that only the XML or pdf formats will be maintained by the end of 2008. 

EMSA should include the present proposal in the framework of the foreseen new SSN version 2, and take note to adapt the ICD, the XML Ref Guide and any other SSN document to this decision.

3. ACTION REQUIRED

The Member States participants are invited to make the appropriate decision.
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