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	Executive summary 
	The document proposes the result of a study launched by the French maritime directorate on the check of AIS data.

	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 3

	Related documents
	


1. INTRODUCTION

A study on AIS data reliability has been launched by the French maritime affairs directorate during March and April 2007.

A total of 1750 ships have been checked among those which have passed Ushant, Casquet and Dover straits trafic separation scheme.

These ships were selected in a random way by each of the three coastal VTS (Corsen, Jobourg and Gris-Nez) involved in this study.

2.  Result of the study

The AIS data have been checked regarding:

· mandatory reporting system (MRS)

· the information already stored in Trafic 2000  (French VTMIS)

· data available on others databases (Seasearcher, Equasis…)

On the table below the result of this study is introduced.

	AIS erroneous data

	
	
	
	
	

	Number of ships checked :
	1750 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	% errors

	
	Number of ships with one or more errors
	444
	 
	25,37

	
	
	
	
	

	Field 
	 
	Number of errors in a field
	Comments
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Static data
	 
	 
	

	 
	MMSI
	67
	 
	3,83

	 
	IMO number
	22
	Wrong number or not filled
	1,26

	 
	Call sign
	40
	Former call-sign used
	2,29

	 
	Name
	63
	Former name used
	3,60

	 
	Lengh
	99
	
	5,66

	 


	 
	 
	 
	

	Voyage related data
	 
	 
	

	 
	Type of ship
	38
	Trafic 2000 data more precise
	2,17

	 
	Destination
	112
	Most of time Former voyage 
	6,40

	 
	ETA
	166
	1 or 2 hours of difference or former voyage
	9,49

	 
	Max present draft
	110
	From 0.1 to 0.2 m od difference or former voyage
	6,29

	 
	Persons on board*
	487/584 *
	Many errors or not filled
	85*

	Dynamic data
	 
	 
	

	 
	Navigational status
	 
	DEFREP not filled when necessary
	Nearly  2

	 
	Latitude
	 
	Max errors 2 nautical miles
	Nearly  1,5

	 
	Longitude
	 
	Max errors 2 nautical miles
	Nearly  4,5


* The  study on this data made by Gris-nez VTS in march 2007 reveals that on 584 ships checked (on a total of 3992) 487 (83,39%) hadn’t the number of persons on board available. 

3. Conclusion
Nearly 25% of the checked ships have one or more erroneous data transmitted by its AIS. The most frequent errors are in the voyage data with a very significant 85% for number of people on board noted by Gris-nez VTS on March 2007.

In case of distress some items like MMSI (3.83% errors), number of people on board (85%* errors) might be very usefull.

For traffic monitoring, the IMO number (1.26%) and the voyage information (destination 6,40% errors and ETA with 9,49% errors) are also relevant information.

No study have been made on cargo on board.

4. ACTION REQUIRED

The Member States participants are invited to note the conclusion and to provide their comment.

France proposes to give this document to the Paris Mou (Task Force 37 Leader and Memorandum Advisory Board) in order to support the concentrated inspection campaign (CIC) previous in 2008 on AIS issues.

The level of errors found may justify to include the control of the coded static data with the CIC (inspection report).
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