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	Executive summary 
	This document aims to present the current situation regarding the implementation of the LRIT system.

	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 4

	Related documents
	IMO MSC 81 final report


1. INTRODUCTION
That paper summarise the activity performed by EMSA in the framework of the LRIT system and provide information in regard of the progress made for the implementation of the system.

Brief summary: The major references that regulate the system are as follow.

· Resolution MSC 202(81) adopted on 19 May 2006 amendments to the SOLAS 74 convention, introducing a Regulation 19-1 on Long Range Identification and Tracking of Ships. 

· Resolution MSC 211(81) made arrangements for the timely establishment of the LRIT system. MSC 81 agreed that the system shall commence its integration by mid 2008. 

· As a result of discussion, MSC 81 agreed that the provision of the SOLAS regulation on LRIT should start to become effective as from 31 December 2008.

· The LRIT Performance standard is part of Resolution MSC 210 (81). 
2. COMMUNICATION
In accordance with the MSC 81 report, a Working group on Engineering aspects of LRIT has been tasked for developing the technical specifications for the International Data exchange, the International data centre, for communications within the system and developing guidance for the Data Distribution Plan. The WG should report to the MSC 82. 

On request of the European Commission, EMSA participated in the working group. 

Three meetings were initially planned, but due to time constraint only two took place; Vancouver on June and in IALA/Paris on September. EMSA attended the second one. 

The report of this working group is contained in MSC 82/8/1.

The major outcomes of the Engineering group are as follow:

· The communication links in shown is fig. 1.

· The Network layer will be based upon the Internet Protocol (IPv.4)

· Application layer will be built upon transporting Xml based messages between the various LRIT components. 

· The security strategy within the LRIT network is based on the secure point to point link or of implementing a VPN.

· In both cases, each LRIT component must use Transport Layer Security protocol. The goal of TLS Protocol is mainly to establish a secure connection between two parties.
· Countries (Regions) that implement their own data centre are free to choose specific communication protocol for com link 1,2 and 3.

· Message in LRIT system are of five types :

· Request

· Response

· Receipt

· SAR

· System information
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Figure 1: LRIT messaging segments

3. NEXT STEP

As stated by Resolution MSC 211(81) Arrangement for the timely establishment of the long range identification and tracking system, Contracting Governments shall advice the MSC 82 committee of their firm intention in relation with the establishment of National, Regional and Co-operative LRIT Data centre. 

The 25 and the EC submitted on October 2006 a paper for MSC 82 in order to indicate the investigation for integrating the LRIT system within the European VTMIS and set up a European data centre usable by the flags of the European Community. 

4. ACTION REQUIRED

The Members State participants are invited to note that communication.
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