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	Executive summary 
	The EMSA response from the SSN Workshop 8, regarding SSN to accept multiple port notifications.


	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 4

	Related documents
	a. Directive 2002/59/EC (Article 4)
b. SSN 7/3/8 - UK Notification of Exemptions 

c. SSN 8 - UK oral statement on multiple port notifications and exemptions in SSN


1. INTRODUCTION
At SSN workshop 8, the United Kingdom (UK) made an oral statement to raise awareness of issues relating to the granted exemptions and the input of multiple port notifications for scheduled services in SSN, following a SSN 7 action item.
It was recognised that the question of support by SSN for single or multiple notifications (for two or more crossings or voyages) is a technical question and could therefore be handled by the SSN Group.
Recognising the practical difficulties arising out of the input of data into SSN for relatively short coastal voyages, the group agreed that SSN must support the input of multiple notifications such as the daily timetable for ferry services. 

As a conclusion of the discussion, EMSA was tasked to provide proposals on the potential ways for SSN to accept multiple port notifications and reply with the relevant information to the MS requests.
2. EMSA Analysis
The translation of the scheduled services timetables is feasible and does not require an extended development of the current SSN functionalities. The multiple port notifications could be implemented improving the existing Port Notification.

The input would be made based on the vessel ID with extended fields of information for the vessel route and regular voyages. The scheduled voyage information would be inputted only once a multiplied according to the recurrence of the scheduled service.

However we noted an impossibility regarding the information on the number of persons on board. This information is variable depending on the voyage and can only be determined in some cases at the departure of the vessel (passenger ferries). The total number of persons on board is required under Article 14 to be exchanged between Member States.
The Directive does not foresee any exemption regarding the information to be transmitted under Article 4. Thus, in the scope of Directive 2002/59 it is not technically possible to simplify the existing procedure regarding the Port notification for scheduled services.
3. CONCLUSIONS
There are many scheduled services that fall within the scope of the Directive. Such services all publish detailed timetables of the routes served and the times of arrival and departure. Several MS and in particularly the UK, have expressed that the requirement to make Article 4 notifications by vessels engaged on such services creates an unreasonable burden on the port authorities to comply with Article 4 of the Directive.
EMSA has been tasked to present a technical solution to the current SSN application to support multiple port notifications in order to solve or to ease the problem of reporting scheduled services in SSN.
EMSA concluded that although it is technically feasible to implement the translation of the scheduled services timetables into Port notifications it will not be possible to send the information on the number of persons on board in advance to SSN. As a result we can not comply with the requirements on Article 14 of the Directive.
The result of EMSA feasibility study on multiple port notifications is that is not technically possible to simplify the existing procedure regarding the Port notification for scheduled services, in the scope of Directive 2002/59.
4. ACTION REQUIRED

The SSN group is invited to note EMSA analysis regarding SSN to accept multiple port notifications.
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