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	Executive summary 
	The objective of this document is to propose a new form to be used by NCAs for each new user requesting access to SSN Graphical Interface (GI).


	Action to be taken
	As per point 6

	Related documents
	a. SSN 13/2/4 document
b. SSN 14/5/8 document



1. access to the SSN GI and Conditions of Use

SSN graphical interface (SSN GI- previously called STIRES) was officially launched into production on the 10th March 2010. All MS (except three) have signed the Conditions of Use (CoU) at the date of drafting this document. 

The objectives of the CoU for data through the  SSN-GI interface were: 

· To guarantee reciprocity between Member States: data requesters should also be AIS data providers (except the landlocked countries which are acting as data requesters only); 

· To apply to users accessing the SSN GI, the same access rights rules as applied to the SSN EIS (under the sole responsibility of the MS NCA); 

· To regulate the limitations in the use of the electronic charts distributed to the MSs through the web; 

· To confirm the extension of the SSN NCA’s responsibilities and contact points to the data distributed through the SSN GI; and 

· To identify the initial two users of SSN which have access to SSN via the GI.

The above conditions for access to the SSN GI remain unchanged but the number and types of users could increase and therefore the CoU should adapt to this evolution.

2. Additional requests for access to THE SSN THROUGH THE GI
The access to SSN GI should open to a larger number of users for the following reasons:

a. More access to the GI for “traditional” SSN users
Following the decisions of the last SSN WG 13, MS started requesting access to the SSN GI for:

· Additional existing or new SSN EIS users (a few Member States have communicated the estimated number of additional users and their priority);
· LRIT users to visualise flag LRIT positions on the same interface.
b. Access for to the GI for other categories of users
 
Following the decisions of the 3rd HLSG meeting, new users’ communities in the Member States could become users of SSN under certain conditions. 

These “other categories of users” can request access to the SSN GI, through the NCA by filling in the forms indicated in Annex I of the SSN 14/5/8 document.  

3. NEED to identify users with access to LRIT data
The rules for access to LRIT data through SSN should remain the same as in the LRIT DC interface (only LRIT users should have access to LRIT data). An NCA may decide to distribute LRIT reports to a user through the SSN GI; however this functionality will be available only for users who are entitled to have access to LRIT reports. 
The request of the NCA should distinguish if the identified user is an LRIT authorised user.  

4. Current procedure to open access to the GI for SSN users
The SSN NCAs is the single point of contact for the management of access rights to SSN users at national level (input users’ details and their updates). According to the Conditions of Use the management of access rights through the GI interface should follow the same access rights rule (as applied in the SSN EIS). 

The NCA that receives the request for granting access the SSN GI to other users (regardless if they are traditional SSN users or other user Communities) should first validate the request, decide if access should be given and create or update the userID in SSN if needed. 
Currently to give the access to the GI the NCA should make a written request to EMSA. Up to now, this written request is varying in form (E-mail, fax, amendment to the conditions of use, signed by different levels and creates some confusion).
Based on that request, EMSA will then:

· check that the user has effectively been created by the NCA with the same details referred to in the request;
· check that the requests comes from the appropriate NCA;

· check that the available number of licences for the nautical charts allows for an additional user for the requesting country;

· for security purposes, implement a filter on the IP address communicated that allows for access from that particular address only. 
In 2011, EMSA is planning to update the management console of SSN to allow the NCA to administrate the management of access rights to the Graphical interface. Howerver, the current SSN management console does not allow NCAs to initiate the process to authorise or update access to the GI interface for SSN users nor to communicate the IP addresses that need to be filtered for security purposes. 

5. Proposal

EMSA proposes the form in annex to be used by NCAs requesting access to the GI for additional SSN users than the two initial ones identified in the CoU.
The purpose of this form is to:

· register the authorization at the NCAs level (without requiring an amendment to the CoU for each update);
· guarantee that requests for access to the GI interface refer to users already created in by the NCA as SSN users (by requiring the SSN UserId).
6. AcTION REQUESTED 

Member States are invited to agree on the form proposed in the annex.

Annex 
	Access to SafeSeaNet GI 
Request form 



	Country
	

	Request number
	

	Name of user requiring access to the SSN  GI

	

	SSNUserId
	

	LRIT UserId

	

	IP Address(es)
	


Signature(s):

Date/Place: 


SSN NCA 
 

Name……………………………………………………………………………………..


Institution/organisation…………..……………………………………………….…


Please return this form completed and signed to: 

Unit C,2 Vessel Traffic and Reporting Services

European Maritime Safety Agency

Cais do Sodré, 1249-206 LISBON, Portugal

FAX: 00.351.211208217


This request form is signed on behalf of EMSA by:

	Name:
	

	Position:
	

	Signature and date:
	








� “Access for other purposes” refers to user communities of Member States who access SSN for purposes other than directly for maritime safety, port and maritime security, marine environment protection and the efficiency of maritime traffic and maritime transport. These user communities may include law enforcement, defence, border control, fisheries control, trade and economic interests, etc.





� The user requesting access to the SSN GI should be already registered by the NCA as an SSN user in the management console and have an SSN UserId.


� This information is necessary only for users authorised by the NCA to have access to LRIT reports.
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