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	Executive summary 
	This document aims to inform the SafeSeaNet working group about the results of the EMSA workshop that was held in Brussels on 27 and 28 January 2005. 

	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 4

	Related documents
	No 


1. Introduction
The objectives of the workshop were the following : 

1. To present the progress made regarding the development of the traffic monitoring infrastructure in E.U., as well as listen to the reaction this information may have produced to the Commission. 

2. To present and promote the development of the regional approach (HELCOM example) and the current practices and trends. It is worth noting that HELCOM countries have decided to establish a common Baltic Sea monitoring system for maritime traffic, based on the exchange of national AIS data, which will de operational by the 1st of July 2005, in line with the Copenhagen declaration. Therefore the Baltic Member States have practical experience to share on how to link national systems, and how to establish a common approach to create operational solutions. Similar initiatives, in a technical approach, have been launched at the North Sea area, financed with the Interreg funds. 

3. To highlight particular issues and share relevant experiences through presentations of Member States as a basis for identifying best practices and developing a common approach to traffic monitoring across the EU.

4.  To identify particular concerns, and rise proposals from you, to be taken into account in reviewing EMSA’s current plans and deciding its future role in respect to the definition of the “best practices” for the harmonised development of the M.S. national traffic monitoring infrastructure.

2. Traffic monitoring infrastructure – safeseanet  
During the workshop it was stressed that the SafeSeaNet system has a natural vocation to respond to new needs and it is considered as the core from which, the European VTMIS will develop. The aim is to further develop SafeSeaNet, to enable the exchange of more maritime information and to build an agreed platform as basis for developing and promote a inter-European Maritime Information infrastructure that should be used by the Member States with a view to closer monitoring the traffic and better identify the ships likely to pose a risk to safety, security or the environment. The conclusions of the traffic monitoring workshop are attached. 
3. ACTION REQUIRED

The Members State participants are invited to note the above.  
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                                                          LAI/E.1 (2005) 
NOTE 

for the file

SUBJECT: Conclusions of traffic monitoring Workshop (27 and 28 January 2005)
1. Establishment of new MRS, VTS, SRS

There is a significant potential for further expanding and updating the cover of the Community vessel traffic monitoring and information system (mandatory reporting systems, mandatory vessel traffic services and appropriate ships’ routing systems) SafeSeaNet and AIS shore based are regarded as the backbone of the E.U. traffic monitoring system. 
The Member States and the Commission, (with the technical support of EMSA), should work together to put in place, where necessary, mandatory reporting systems, mandatory vessel traffic services and appropriate ships’ routing systems, with a view to submitting them to the IMO for approval (Article 23 of the Directive 2002/59). The workshop agreed that a common approach at IMO (involving the Commission and EMSA) could be beneficial when an initiative to expand VTS coverage in international waters or a routing measure affects to several M.S. 
2. Further exploitation of traffic monitoring infrastructure

There is low degree of VTS exploitation to other users and there is a significant potential for further exploitation of VTSs to a number of users and bodies of the Member States. 

As VTS and AIS will grow further in E.U. (because of the Directive 2002/59) and would be a valuable information gathering and processing resource to a list of users such as pollution control centres, security services, PSC, immigration, customs, quarantine services etc. There is significant potential for further exploitation of the traffic monitoring infrastructure and further research is needed regarding the exploitation of the traffic-monitoring infrastructure to a number of possible users and participating bodies. 

Some Member States were in favour of a direct action (PSC, VTS, review of standards) to improve AIS operations, while others supported a more careful approach on a voluntary basis. 

3. Area coverage of the Member States traffic monitoring infrastructure

At present there is still a long way for some of the Member States to complete their AIS infrastructure.  Member States are on the way to complying with the requirements of Article 9 of Directive 2002/59 and they plan to develop their AIS shore based installations by the end of 2007. In general, confirmed that they plan to provide with AIS coverage at least all areas defined as A1 (according to GMDSS definitions) within the deadline set by the Directive. 

4. Harmonisation of the procedures

Member States have adopted different procedures as far as the vessels categories to which VTS applies, the reporting obligations, the services offered, the data storage duration etc. In addition they have adopted different polices considering the training, qualifications and staffing levels of VTS personnel. The workshop considers that EMSA should study (and record in a database) all the Member States relevant information and should assess their compliance with the relevant IMO regulations and IALA recommendations or guidelines in order to assist Member States to develop their national traffic monitoring infrastructure in a proper and harmonised way in order to ensure the interaction between their systems. 

Some Member States expresses the view that additional training has to be offered for the VTS personnel in E.U. (comparing to the training recommendations of IALA) since some of the E.U. VTSs have additional responsibilities (MRCC, MAS etc.).

5. EMSA traffic monitoring information system

The existing nautical publications do not always contain concise and accurate information on the services being offered in various VTS shipping areas. From a mariners point of view this is unsatisfactory, mainly in cases where a port operates a VTS and when the publication does not indicate the VTS capability of that port. EMSA offered its contribution and it was agreed to work towards to develop in E.U. a uniform approach for the provision of data in a format, which is complete, and best serves the shipping industry’s requirements (as defined in Article 22 of the Directive). The workshop noted that EMSA should collect the data related to the 2002/59 directive implementation and regularly update them. The content of the database will be verified by each Member States and the results will be accessible to each Member State. 

6. Regional traffic monitoring centres

Certain Member States have already taken initiatives and defined the specific framework for the data exchange between their national traffic monitoring systems by adopting commonly accepted technical solutions and practices (Baltic and North Sea). The workshop supported the concept of developing the regional traffic monitoring centres in “virtual” mode (national centres sharing the same “traffic image” without creating a physical “central centre”. Some of the benefits of the concept are :

a. The full real traffic image of all vessels fitted with AIS and sailing in the selected area would be relayed between the coastal stations in real time mode.

b. The Member States of the region will be able to elaborate on statistics on traffic entering and leaving a specific area and to identify general navigation patterns. This would enable proper risk assessment in specific areas, and help to improve the decision making process regarding recommended safety of navigation measures.

The development of a physical centre needs to be further studied in regard to technical, financial and administrative implications,

7. SSN further development 

Member States reaffirmed the importance of SSN as a tool that should further facilitate the data exchange between the Member States. Any new systems (such as the regional traffic monitoring systems) shall be fully compatible with the infrastructure developed in the SSN framework;, which will remain the main tool for the exchange of maritime safety data between the Member States at E.U level. The SSN group should work and elaborate proposals regarding the future developments. Concerns were expressed about the setting up of a different working group that will deal with the traffic monitoring issues. Some Member States supported that the “waste” and the “security” messages have to be added into the SafeSeaNet It is noted that those two messages are already foreseen in SSN, and they shall be part of the release 2. 

8. EMSA report

Member States should send to EMSA any possible comments regarding the situation of their traffic monitoring infrastructure (as this was presented during the workshop and is included in the CDs distributed) by the end of February 2005. This information will be included in the EMSA report that will be sent to all Member States.

9. Regional activities 

Some Member States asked EMSA to organise regional training workshops with the objective to transfer to knowledge to these Member States with the less experience in the traffic monitoring field (VTS and AIS). 

EMSA should explore the possibility to organise regional workshops (e.g. in Mediterranean) regarding traffic monitoring issues (such as the concept of the “virtual” regional traffic monitoring centres) with the objective to make assist Member States to move on the same direction and at the same speed.

10. E.U. list of ships

The workshop agreed that an “E.U. list of ships” would be of assistance to all safety related issues (such as SafeSeaNet). The workshop indicated EMSA to consider the initiative and perhaps to develop a project if there are resources available. 
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