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	Executive summary 
	This document proposes some modification in the XML Ref. Guide (as a consequence of the SSN 4 decisions) as well as a revised list of waypoints LOCODEs.

 

	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 3.

	Related documents
	a. Paragraph 3.1 of the SSN 4 minutes 
b. SSN 04/3/1 document 

c. XML Messaging Ref. Guide – v.1.62 
d. ICD V.1 


1. INTRODUCTION
According to paragraph 3.1 “LOCODE management” of the minutes, the SafeSeaNet workshop No 4 agreed the following:

a. The abbreviations ZZUKN and ZZCAN will be used (instead of UNKWN).

b. Specific LOCODEs for world areas or regions will be used for way points.

c. The proposed list of waypoints LOCODEs will be reviewed and perhaps shortened. One delegation suggested that this should be limited to European waters, due to jurisdictional issues.

d. Consideration is to be given on whether it is EMSA’s role to notify new LOCODEs for world regions and way points to the UNECE. 

2. EMSA ANALYSIS 
2.1 New abbreviations (ref. to para. a) 

The replacement of the “UNKWN” code with the “ZZUKN” and “ZZCAN” affects the XML Reference Guide in several parts as well as the ICD. At the Intercessional WorkShop (ISWS) held in Brussels on 24/02/06, participants noted that a non-assignment of the next port of call (or in other words the use of the code “unknown”) is meaningless for the Port Notification message. 
It would be meaningful to put ZZCAN at the port of destination field only when cancelling a previous port notification message (e.g. in case of the cancelling of the port destination). The changes to the XML Reference Guide and in the ICD are indicated in the Annex I.
2.2 LOCODEs for special world areas or regions (ref. to para. b):  

During SSN 4 EMSA expressed concerns on the practical difficulties to apply LOCODEs for way areas or regions since these LOCODEs are not available at the UNECE list. Therefore it would not be easy for the shipping industry (ships’ agents, operators and masters) to get familiar in using these “special LOCODEs”. 

The workshop agreed that the list of 30 waypoints (proposed by the EMSA) should become shorter and the M.S. should develop mapping tables that will assist the users to select the correct waypoints within a predefined list of the special LOCODEs. 
2.3 Short list of special LOCODEs (ref. to para. c)

Following the suggestions of the SSN 4, EMSA proposes a shortened list of waypoints as indicated in the attached Annex II.

2.4 LOCODEs notifications (ref. to para. d)

The responsibility for defining the LOCODEs at specific sea areas, belongs only to the State where by the specific area is located. Therefore it is not possible for EMSA to ask UNECE the definition of LOCODES for specific areas, on behalf of the competent States. 
SSN is an E.U. application that runs is a closed network between the M.S. EMSA considers that the waypoints LOCODEs has to be treated as special LOCODEs (like the “ZZUKN” and “ZZCAN”) which should be used only within the SSN boundaries. Therefore there is no need to seek for an international UNECE assignment of these LOCODEs and an agreement of the SSN group should be enough for applying these codes only for the purposes of SSN. 
3. ACTION REQUIRED

The Member States are invited to note the above mentioned proposals and take appropriate decision. 

ANNEX I

1. LIST OF CHANGES IN XML REFERENCE GUIDE

	Message
	Item
	Existing phrase
	Replaced by
	Page

	MS2SSN_Port_Not
	NextPortOfCall
	Location code of next port of call. May be ‘UNKWN’ if unknown. Please note that this attribute indicates the actual next port of call, e.g. if the port of Oostende is sending this notification, then this NextPortOfCall attribute must be the location code of Osstende (BEOST) and not the next port of call after Oostende.
	This attribute indicates the actual next port of call, e.g. if the port of Oostende is sending this notification, then this NextPortOfCall attribute must be the location code of Osstende (BEOST) and not the next port of call after Oostende.
	52

	
	Cancellation of a previous Port Notification
	The cancellation of a previous port notification is merely a new port notification for which the NextPortOfCall attribute value could be unknown (“UNKWN”).

During his voyage, the master of the ship receives new orders from his head office. The new destination is now port of Stockholm. Upon receiving this information, the master of the ship has the obligation to inform Amsterdam about these changes but he has not obligation to indicate his new port of destination. In this case, Amsterdam must transmit a new port notification message (as shown above) to SSN, cancelling the one sent previously, by indicating that the next port of call is unknown (the NextPortOfCall attribute is “UNKWN” and then, the ETA and ETD attributes are not given).
	The cancellation of a previous port notification is merely a new port notification for which the NextPortOfCall attribute value is (“ZZCAN”).

During his voyage, the master of the ship receives new orders from his head office. The new destination is now port of Stockholm. Upon receiving this information, the master of the ship has the obligation to inform Amsterdam about these changes but he has not obligation to indicate his new port of destination. In this case, Amsterdam must transmit a new port notification message (as shown above) to SSN, cancelling the one sent previously, by indicating that the next port of call is cancelled (the NextPortOfCall attribute is “ZZCAN” and then, the ETA and ETD attributes are not given).
	53

	MS2SSN_Ship_Not. AISNotification element 
	NextPortOfCall
	Location code of next port of call. May be “UNKWN” if unknown.
	Location code of next port of call. May be “ZZUKN” if unknown.
	55

	…
MRSNotification
	NextPortOfCall
	Location code of next port of call. May be “UNKWN” if unknown.
	Location code of next port of call. May be “ZZUKN” if unknown.
	56

	MS2SSN_Hazmat_Not.xml
	NextPortOfCall
	Location code of next port of call. May be “UNKWN” if unknown.
	Location code of next port of call in every case even if vessel goes outside EU waters. May be “ZZUKN” if the next port of call is outside EU waters and is unknown.
	60

	SSN2MS_Port_Res.
	NextPortOfCall
	Location code of next port of call. May be “UNKWN” if unknown.
	This attribute indicates the actual next port of call and couldn’t be unknown.
	76

	MS2SSN_Ship_Res. 
MRSNotificationDetails
	NextPortOfCall
	Location code of next port of call. May be “UNKWN” if unknown.
	Location code of next port of call. May be “ZZUKN” if unknown.
	83

	…
AISNotificationDetails
	NextPortOfCall
	Location code of next port of call. May be “UNKWN” if unknown.
	Location code of next port of call. May be “ZZUKN” if unknown.
	87

	MS2SSN_Hazmat_Res. 
	NextPortOfCall
	Location code of next port of call. May be “UNKWN” if unknown.
	Location code of next port of call in every case even if vessel goes outside EU waters. May be “ZZUKN” if the next port of call is outside EU waters and is unknown.
	105

	SSN2MS_Hazmat_Res.
	NextPortOfCall
	Location code of next port of call. May be “UNKWN” if unknown.
	Location code of next port of call in every case even if vessel goes outside EU waters. May be “ZZUKN” if the next port of call is outside EU waters and is unknown.
	110


2. INFO FLOW RELATED WITH PORT NOTIFICATION MESSAGE
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3. LIST OF CHANGES IN ICD
	Item
	Existing phrase
	Replaced by
	Page

	5.2 Notification

Table 1 – Notification Messages Description
	Used to notify SafeSeaNet that a given vessel is bound for a particular port with an Estimated Time of Arrival and with a number of persons aboard. Note that the destination port can be ‘UNKNW’
	Used to notify SafeSeaNet that a given vessel is bound for a particular port with an Estimated Time of Arrival and with a number of persons aboard. Note that the destination port can be ‘ZZUKN’
	21

	5.2.1.2 
Port of destination change


	In case of change of the port of destination during the voyage of the ship, the initial port of destination when informed of the change shall forward a “Port Notification” message to EIS with the revised “Port of destination” or if necessary set to unknown (code:UKNWN).


	In case of change of the port of destination during the voyage of the ship, the initial port of destination when informed of the change shall forward a “Port Notification” message to EIS with the revised “Port of destination” or if necessary set to unknown (code:ZZCAN).


	23


ANNEX II
LIST OF WAYPOINTS WITH THEIR RESPECTIVE ABBREVIATIONS
	
	Waypoints
	LOCODE

	1
	Skagerrak
	XZ SKA

	2
	English Channel
	XZ ECN

	3
	Gibraltar
	XZ GIB

	4
	Sicily-Malta
	XZ SIM

	5
	Black Sea
	XZ BLA

	6
	Baltic Sea
	XZ BAL

	7
	Suez Channel
	XZ SUE

	8
	Canary Island
	XZ CAI

	9
	Persian Gulf
	XZ PER

	10
	Bengal Bay
	XZ BEN

	11
	South Atlantic Ocean
	XZ SAO

	12
	Australia
	XZ AUS

	13
	Japan Sea
	XZ JAP

	14
	Mexican Gulf
	XZ MEX

	15
	Panama Channel
	XZ PAN

	16
	Cape Good Hope
	XZ CGH

	17
	North Pacific
	XZ NPA

	18
	Cape  Horn
	XZ CAH

	19
	Bering Sea
	XZ BER
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Fig.1. The waypoints pointers on schematic map
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