SafeSeanet WorkShop 5

SSN 05/7/3

29 & 30 March 2006

____________________________________________________________________________________


[image: image1.png]EMSA

/’European Maritime Safety Agency




SafeSeaNet Work Shop no 5  


                      
    SSN 05/7/3
Agenda item VII                                                          

29 & 30 March 2006

Brussels 13 March 2006                                                                             

SYSTEM ASSESSMENT AND EVOLUTION

Long Range Identification and Tracking of ships
Submitted by EMSA
	Executive summary 
	This document provide information on the last development of the LRIT system as a result of the COMSAR 10 meeting held in IMO from 6 to 10 March 2006 


	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 5

	Related documents
	COMSAR 10 Final report (accessible on the IMO web site)


1.  INTRODUCTION 

During COMSAR 10 held in IMO on 6 to 10 March 2006, the sub committee endorsed the draft Performance Standard and Functional requirements for the LRIT of ships and the committee agreed to forward it to the Maritime Safety Committee. 

The Performance Standard and Functional requirements integrate the result of the discussions lead in the framework of a correspondence working group set up by the MSC 80.

2.  System description
The objective of the LRIT is to provide for the global identification and tracking of ships. Ships will have to send automatically regular report to a LRIT Data centre. The LRIT data package is composed of:

· unique ship identifier

· Time of report

· Position.

The LRIT Data Centre will be in charge to receive the message from the Application service provider or a Communication service provider and forwarding the LRIT data to the entitled end users through an International LRIT data exchange. The distribution of data will be based on a Data Distribution Plan that will fix the rules for the distribution of report. The DDP will be drafted under the responsibility of the LRIT Coordinator. 
Each administration will provide to the LRIT Data centre information on the ships which is required to transmit report and the receive information transmitted by ships proceeding their ports located within their territory.
The LRIT data centre will be national, regional, co operative or international. It means contracting government will have the possibility to implement their own LRIT data or to be associated with other countries, in the framework of a regional organisation or by bilateral arrangement. Countries remaining alone will be associated “per default” to an International Data Centre. Each LRIT Data Centre will have to maintain a ship register in its data base. 
The LRIT Data Centre will be connected all together through an International LRIT Data Exchange. The International Data Exchange centre acting as a Message Handling System will guarantee that all actors will apply correctly the Data Distribution Plan. The centre will provide all records for the performance of regular audit. A LRIT Co coordinator, appointed by the committee, will act as the oversight body in charge of auditing the system. It will be involved in the management of the system design and implementation. 
3. SYSTEM EVOLUTION
The next step is now the approval the amendment of the Chapt. V of Solas Convention by the Maritime Safety Committee 81 to be held on 10-19 May 2006.

If the committee is in position for accepting the Solas amendment, the LRIT system would be mandatory at minimum 18 months after, i.e. beginning of 2008.
4. ACTION REQUIRED

Participants are invited to note the information.
ANNEX – LRIT System Architecture
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