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1.  

Introduction
This document presents the introductory remarks of the Commanding General of the Italian Coast Guard Admiral Pierluigi CACIOPPO made at the opening of the Mediterranean AIS 10th EWG in Rome on 26th June 2012. 

2. 

 Action Required
Participating States are invited to take note of the information.
Introductory remarks /welcoming speech 
Distinguished delegates, esteemed guests,

It’s a pleasure to host in Rome such a relevant meeting, which will focus topics of the utter importance for the future cooperation in the field of traffic monitoring systems in the Mediterranean Sea.

The development of current collaboration among Coast Guard services and concerned maritime administrations, as well as other institutional bodies performing similar functions, is one of the main measures to be addressed in order to improve the overall maritime safety and security level in the Mediterranean Sea. Italy, in the aftermath of the entry into force of the relevant European legislation, proposed to host in Rome the Mediterranean Maritime Regional Server (MARES). This initiative has been supported by the European Maritime Safety Agency, and immediately gained the interest of the European Union Mediterranean countries.

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge, one more time, the continuous and proactive role performed by EMSA working for the development of technical rules which have brought in remarkable and effective improvements: MARES is one of these. During the past years, with the support of the participating Member States and guidance of EMSA, MARES has been successfully implemented as an essential element of SafeSeaNet.

Nowadays, there are many signals towards a reinforcement of the role of MARES in view of the developing perspectives regarding a safer, more secure and environmentally friendly role of maritime transport in the Mediterranean Sea. MARES, for example, could provide valuable data and services to other types of users at regional level in the fields of fisheries monitoring and vigilance, illegal immigration, safeguard and protection of marine environment.

A political and formal commitment of the participating Member States, via formal letters which Italy exchanged with the participating countries, was necessary for the start-up of MARES, and up to now the Expert Working Group works on the basis of this important commitment. If the Administrations of the participating Member States will decide to consolidate this initial agreement, the possibility of renewing the old commitment or even establishing a permanent governance body should be further explored.

As we all know, in line with the European legislation, the creation of this centralized regional system - to which national maritime monitoring systems of different Countries can connect for the exchange of data - is also open to the participation of other Mediterranean Countries (non-EU Member States). Further possibilities exist for the geographical expansion of the role of MARES to promote the regional cooperation with SAFEMED countries.

All of the above mentioned activities require a clear roadmap and political governance. The capabilities of MARES are continuously enhancing, and Italy is committed to continue supporting the MARES evolution. Under a sub-regional perspective, MARES can also be configured to support data exchange in the Adriatic Sea, respecting the rules for data sharing between other Adriatic participant countries.

The Italian Coast Guard - Ministry of Infrastructure and transports - since the ‘90s has acted in support of the dynamic and proactive diplomatic activity performed by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, together with other concerned Administrations (the Ministry of environment and the Ministry of agricultural policies), so as to foster a deeper and fruitful Adriatic-Ionian cooperation on maritime issues keeping into consideration the high relevance  - for reasons not only related  to the geographical position of the Peninsula - of the activities connected with the civilian use of this sea basin.

Such diplomatic efforts paved the way to the Ancona International Conference,  held on May 18th/19th 2000, where representatives of Albania, Croatia, Greece, Italy, Slovenia and Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (which, since 2006, has split into the independent States of Montenegro and Serbia), took into consideration bilateral and multilateral subjects aimed to improve, among others, maritime safety, safeguard of human life at sea and marine pollution prevention, according to the current international rules and relevant resolutions enacted by the International Maritime Organization.

These efforts allowed for the signature of specific ‘Memoranda of Understanding’ which regulated 4 main topics of capital relevance for the development of maritime relations in the Adriatic-Ionian basin. These topics are: cooperation in maritime search and rescue; establishment of a common system of recommended routes and a traffic separation scheme; establishment of a common Vessel Traffic System; establishment of a mandatory naval reporting system in the Adriatic Sea (ADRIREP), later adopted by the International Maritime Organization and entered into force on July 1st 2003.

Since the year 2000 the never ending technical progress in the field of maritime communication and informative systems allowed a better and more efficient exchange of maritime information, reducing the burden for both the crews on ships and the operators in the receiving land stations.

Within this framework, the Italian Coast Guard has drafted a scoping paper which has been presented by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the occasion of the meeting of the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative held on April 30th 2012 in Belgrade, for the due evaluation by the competent authorities. The document, largely based on the technical achievements of MARES, aims to start a project for the realization of an Adriatic Regional Server, able to automatically receive information provided by the on-ship transponders.

The Adriatic-Ionian Initiative signatory countries, through their National Focal Points, have expressed a proactive interest for such a project considering the opportunity to accomplish a better cross-border integration getting closer to the standards proposed by different bodies of the European Union. Italy will explore the possibility for creating a consortium with interested Member States in order to jointly apply for European funding aimed at enlarging the capabilities of MARES as well as to implementing the ADRIREP naval reporting system: your advice and opinions on the issue are of capital importance for the further steps to be taken.

I wish you all a fruitful day of work, and I am confident that this session will bring new and relevant contributions towards the enhancement of a Mediterranean maritime network - made up by technological systems supporting operators - able to help all of us in our activities connected to the civilian use of the sea.
                                                                               Admiral Pierluigi CACIOPPO
1/3
European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA)

Cais Do Sodré 1249-206 Lisbon, Portugal

Tel: +351 21 1209 415, Fax: +351 21 1209 217
8
Page 3 of 3

