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Objective 

• Background 

– SSN Workshop 19 and HLSG 9 agreed that the HAZMAT 
WG drafts requirements for the development and 
maintenance of a central HAZMAT Reference Database 
for HAZMAT that has to be notified in accordance with 
Directive 2002/59/EC, as amended.  

• Objectives of the HAZMAT reference database: 

– improve the data quality of HAZMAT notifications  

– minimise the administrative burden for the reporting 
party 

– support the MSs emergency response services to provide 
effective response to maritime incidents. 
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Users of the Databases 

1. Reporting parties (ship masters, agents, and operators 
and manufacturers/shippers) responsible for the 
completeness and accuracy of the information 
transmitted to the national single windows  

2. Member State authorities (SSN NCAs, single window, 
port, maritime, search and rescue, port state control) 
responsible for receiving, validating and processing 
HAZMAT information transmitted by the data providers 

3. Emergency services responsible for providing effective 
response to maritime incidents to prevent loss of life, 
damage to property and prevention of pollution 

4. EMSA services responsible for validating the quality of the 
information exchanged between MS through SSN 
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Functional Uses 
 1. As a reference: 

• Allows reporting parties to easily search for the correct 
HAZMAT details using specific identifiers – type of carriage, 
technical name, UN Number, IMO class. 

• Reduces the administrative burden of reporting parties 
when completing an electronic notification if data required 
by the Directive can automatically be retrieved from the 
database.  

• Competent authorities and EMSA services can download 
information which is necessary to respond effectively to 
maritime casualties involving ships carrying HAZMAT. 

2. For verification:  

• Competent authorities and EMSA services can cross-check 
and validate the correctness of the HAZMAT data. 
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Example: Use in the NSW/National SSN  

• Presentation of an example on how Hazmat data could 
be automatically filled in a reporting form once a single 
identifier of the cargo is provided e.g. UN number or the 
technical name 

 

• This is an example in respect of IMDG goods and it is 
provided by the Polish Maritime Administration (Gdynia 
Maritime Office)  
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Reporting party upon 
typing a UN number will 

have all static data 
prefilled 
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The end 
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