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waste from ships & Implementing Acts



Directive Policy Objective

 Protect the marine environment against the
negative effects from discharges of waste
from ships using ports located in the Union,
while ensuring the smooth operation of
maritime traffic, by improving the
availability and use of adequate PRFs
and the delivery of waste to those
facilities

 Facilitate maritime transport operations by
reducing the administrative burden and
contribute to the circular economy

Two-fold Directive Policy objective:
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Directive Policy Context

 Mandatory delivery in line with MARPOL norms-> Exception based
on Sufficient Dedicated Storage capacity

 MARPOL Regulation addresses discharge prohibition, PRF
Directive imposes waste delivery obligations

 The new Directive aligns EU legislation further with the MARPOL
Convention (more stringent, new categories of waste, similar
reporting format)

 Applicable to all ships* irrespective of their flag, calling at or
operating at a port of a member State

 Entry into force: 28 June 2019

 Transposition deadline: 28 June 2021

*except ships engaged in port services, warships, naval auxiliary, or other ship owned or operate by a state
used only for government non-commertial activities
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Scope of PRF Directive

4



Three main areas in PRF Directive Provisions:

1. Adequacy of port reception facilities: 
Operational and environmental conditions 

1. Delivery of waste from ships:
1. Economic Incentives
2. Enforcement
3. Exemptions

2. Administrative provisions
1. Waste Reception and handling plans
2. Requirements on Cost Recovery Systems
3. MS to collect data on volume and quantity of passively 

fished waste and report to the Commission

Directive Content

5



Provisions on PRFs

 Port Reception Facility means any
facility which is fixed, floating or mobile
and capable of providing the service of
receiving the waste from ships;

 Member States shall ensure the
availability of PRFs adequate to meet
the need of the ships normally using
the port without causing undue delay to
ships.

 Member States shall ensure separate
collection to facilitate reuse and
recycling of waste from ships in ports,
as required under Union waste
legislation*.

*in particular Directive 2006/66/EC, Directive 
2008/98/EC and Directive 2012/19/EU
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Waste from Ships (I)

 Moving from ‘ship-generated waste’ to ‘waste from ships’
 Directive (EU) 2019/883 addresses additional categories of waste: MARPOL 

Annex VI, Passively fished waste and Cargo Residues
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Waste from Ships (II)
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 Mandatory delivery in line with MARPOL norms; Exception based on
Sufficient Dedicated Storage capacity

 Reporting of Advance Waste Notification, Waste Receipts and
Exemptions

 Use of Information, Monitoring and Enforcement System for
Electronic reporting /exchange of information:
 SSN/THETIS-EU PRF Module

 Mandatory Reporting of Inspections outcome in THETIS-EU PRF
Module

 Inspection regime:
 Inspection commitment (15%) *
 Selection of ships based on Union
 Risk-Based targeting mechanism

Directive’s Implementation (I)
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 Methods for calculation of Sufficient Dedicated Storage (SDS)
capacity – Art. 7(4)

 Criteria for demonstrating that a ship produces reduced quantities
of waste, and manages its waste in a sustainable and
environmentally sound manner - Art. 8(5)(b)

 Definition of Union Risk-Based Targeting (RBT) Mechanism to
provide for uniform conditions for selecting ships for inspection –
Art.11(2)

 Methodology for reporting passively fished waste - Art. 8(7)

Directive Implementation (II)

Directive foresees 4 additional Implementing Acts to be
adopted:
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sorting, treating and promoting recycling

Risk Based Targeting
to select ships for 
Inspections

PRF Directive overall goal: to contribute to a zero pollution ambition

Indicator if 
Sufficient Storage 
onboard available

Mandatory recording of Inspections 
in THETIS -EU

PRF fees 
reduced if 
ship meets 
‘green’ criteria Reporting of more  

waste types to be 
delivered to PRF 
and kept on board,  

Directive Implementation (III)
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 SDS calculation expected to be available in THETIS-EU PRF

Module

 RBT expected to be implemented in THETIS-EU PRF Module

 New Configurations (example: new set of Non-Compliances)

already applied in THETIS-EU PRF Module on 8 July

 Updated EMSA PRF Guidance had first round of consultation with

MS, second draft available. Still room for suggestions/comments.

Final version of Guidance only after SDS and RBT IA’s are adopted

Directive Implementation (IV)
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Notifications under the Directive
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Exempted ships can still be inspected!

Notifications under the Directive
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 According to Article 13(3) of the PRF Directive, PRF information like location,
managed waste types, contact points, etc, shall be made electronically
available through SSN.

 The purpose is to allow further processing by THETIS-EU and ensure
information is kept up-to-date.

 Information is expected to be stored in EMSA Central Locations Databases
(CLD).

 The MS also have the obligation to communicate information on their PRFs
to the IMO GISIS Module*.

 To avoid double reporting (to SSN and IMO GISIS), there is ongoing a joint
submission to IMO for a technical link between SSN and IMO GISIS.

PRF Database and CLD
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How will this all work?

Advanced 
Waste 

Notification

Waste 
Receipts

PRF
Exemptions

Incident 
Report 
Waste

1. Ship selected for 
inspection

2. PRF inspection report with possible non-
compliances or prohibition departure order

Outcome of
PRF Inspections are 

shared with SSN 
(“Waste Community”)

RBT

DSC

PRF Inspector

CLD

EU PRF
Facilities
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Sufficient Dedicated Storage (I)
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Sufficient Dedicated Storage (II)

Expected provisions:

 Threshold will vary depending on MARPOL Annex and if next

port of call in EU or not.

 Some ports, even if not physically located in the EU, will be

treated as so for the sake of the Threshold value

 This group is expected to include all ports located in: Iceland,

Norway, United Kingdom (including Isle of Man, Channel Islands

and Gibraltar), as well as Russian ports located in the Baltic Sea.
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Sufficient Dedicated Storage (III)

Expected provisions:

 The method for calculating the sufficient dedicated storage capacity will not
be applicable :

(a) waste types under Annex II to the MARPOL Convention;

(b) passively fished waste.

 During an initial phase, the UWCBEGINNING value may be treated as indicative
for cargo residues waste types:

(a) MARPOL Annex I – Oil: Oily tank washings and Dirty Ballast Water;

(b) MARPOL Annex V – Garbage: Cargo Residues (HME and non-HME);
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RBT Proposed way forward
The RBT is a system to provide an indication to authorities on 
which ships to inspect, giving an indication of risk level

Increased likelihood to detect PRF non-compliances 

The proposed mechanism establishes 4 different Risk Levels:

PRF Risk Level 1

PRF Risk Level 2

PRF Risk Level 3

Normal Risk Level

higher Risk Level is 
associated with a higher 
probability of identifying a 
non-conformance to the 
Directive obligations

Risk levels will be computed based on input parameters

Risk Based Targeting Mechanism (I)
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Risk Based Targeting Mechanism (II)

Expected provisions:

 MS shall give priority to the inspection of ships with a higher risk

level category and randomly select some vessels for inspection

every year.

 It remains the decision of the authorities which exactly vessels to

select in order to achieve the 15% annual plafond of inspections.

 10 risk parameters are expected as inputs to the calculation of the

Risk Level

 Each of those risk parameter is assigned a different colour code

representing a risk level: red (high), orange (medium) or yellow

(low).
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Risk Based Targeting Mechanism (III)

Expected provisions (cont.):

 We will not go into detail and list all 10 parameters, but Table 1

below gives some of them, as an example:
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Risk Based Targeting Mechanism (IV)

 The assignment of the risk level to a ship on the basis of the active

parameters shall be based on the criteria set out in Table 2 below.
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Risk Based Targeting Mechanism (V)

 And in order to apply several concurrent active alerts for assigning the

risk levels set out in Table 2, the conversion factors set out in Table 3

below may be applied.
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 One of the expected risk parameters is the availability of an active SSN

Waste Incident Report

Risk Based Targeting Mechanism (VI)
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Example

Risk Based Targeting Mechanism (VII)
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twitter.com/emsa_lisbon
facebook.com/emsa.lisbon

Thank you!
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