Malmoe 12 March 2009

Final Report

of Russian Federation and EU experts meeting on a pilot project on the exchange of maritime data in the Baltic with the Regional System of Navigation Safety 
in the eastern part of Gulf of Finland, Malmoe Sweden (11-12 March 2009)
Introduction
The experts meeting was held as a follow up to the decision taken during the third meeting of Working Group on maritime, sea-river and inland waterway transport (Moscow, 11 to 13 February 2008) regarding the implementation of a pilot project on maritime data exchange between the Russian Regional System Safety of Navigation (RSNS) in the Gulf of Finland and the SafeSeaNet (SSN) system.

The first Russian Federation and EU technical experts meeting were held on 23-24 July 2008 in Branch of FSUE “Rosmorport” and Regional VTS Centre in Saint-Petersburg. As a follow up of the meeting in Saint-Petersburg, a second meeting was held on 11-12 March 2009 at the premises of the Swedish Transport Agency in Malmoe.

The list of participants is attached as Annex 1.
The approved agenda of the meeting is attached at Annex 2.
Meeting discussion 
In accordance to the agenda, the group exchanged presentations on STIRES and the follow up on the status of the Russian Black, Azov and Caspian Seas AIS system. 

RF offered their regional AIS Black, Azov Sea and Caspian Seas system for setting up a common Black Sea AIS system. The server is located in port of Tuapse.

EMSA presented the issues related to the technical feasibility of using a parallel system as a pilot tool (named SSNt) in the scope of EU/RF cooperation in the area of traffic monitoring.

As a follow up to the decisions of the meeting of Saint Petersburg, EMSA and RF exchanged all the necessary documentation and information needed for the testing of the RF applications.

RF stated that national SSN compatible application for sending port, HAZMAT and ship notifications have already developed. There are some questions regarding the standards of the certificate to be used for connecting to SSN Central system. RF confirmed that the legal basis for collecting port and HAZMAT notifications is already in place. 
EMSA reported on the progress of the STIRES project; the first phase should be completed in July 2009.

Sweden updated the meeting about the status of harmonization and integration of VTS and SRS systems carried out by the Baltic Sea Member States and Norway experts. 

Meeting outcomes
1. Based on the EMSA feasibility study, both Parties agreed on developing a parallel testing environment (SSNt) with the same functionality as in the SSN production environment; which will be accessible only for the Baltic Member States and RF. The development of the testing environment requires 8 months to be completed by EMSA. The Agency will provide all the proper guidance for connecting to the SSNt.
2. EMSA will provide to RF the proper guidance on the EU certificates standards and how to obtain the certificates needed for connecting to SSNt pilot system (when developed). RF will perform the testing of their applications using the existing SSN testing environment currently in place.
3. EMSA will put all the documentation of the EU/RF cooperation as well as the relevant presentations under the existing SSN domain on the EMSA web page.

4. RF expressed their interest in receiving CleanSeaNet information. The Parties agreed the issue to be brought at the attention of COM and EMSA for appropriate action.

5. Both parties agreed that the EU/RF cooperation should go beyond the technical developments and to assist RF in adopting common procedures. Some of the MSs expressed their willingness to support the process in RF. EMSA will provide to RF the contact persons coordinates.
6. Regarding the exchange of information and the access rights, both Partied agreed in following a phased in approach as follows :

6.1 Phase 1: Start EU Baltic MSs/RF cooperation based on STIRES    

· EU Baltic MSs and Norway will have access to the AIS traffic image of RF (in the Baltic)
· RF will have access to the AIS traffic image of EU Baltic MSs. RF will assign their NCA that will manage the access rights at national level following the same matrix as for SSN.
6.2 Phase 2: EU Baltic MSs and Norway/RF cooperation based on SSN and STIRES.   

Phase 2 is same as phase 1 added with port and HAZMAT messages exchanged among RF (ports in the Baltic) and EU Baltic MSs and Norway. This should be technically possible by 2010. 
6.3 Phase 3: EU/RF cooperation based on SSN and STIRES

Phase 3 is same as phase 2 but with the participation of all MSs. This phase has to be further elaborated by EU and RF.
7. The implementation of the different phases of the pilot project needs to be supported by proper legal arrangements agreed by both parties.

8. Parties agreed that the next meeting will take place in RF. Place and date should be determined at a later stage.  
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Annex 1 - List of Participants

European Union:

1. Urban Hallberg – European Commission;
2. Lazaros Aichmalotidis – European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA);

3. Malin Dreijer – Norwegian Coastal Administration;

4. Martin Ahl –  Danish Fleet;

5. Carsten Jensen –  Danish Maritime Autthority;

6. Alar Siht – Estonian Maritime Administration;
7. Are Piel – Estonian Maritime Administration;

8. Hans-Heinrich Callsen-Bracken – German Ministry of Transport;
9. Antti Arkima – Finnish Maritime Administration;
10. Tapio Kotkavuori – Finnish Maritime Administration; 

11. Monica Sundklev – Swedish Transport Agency. 
Russian Federation:

12.  Evgeny P. Kuzovinsky –FSUE "Rosmorport", Moscow; 
13.  Roman N. Modeev –JSC "Transas"; 

14.  Stanislav Kuzmenko – FSUE Rosmorport

Annex 2 – Agenda
Draft agenda of the second meeting between experts from EU and the Russian Federation on the pilot project to exchange maritime data in the Baltic 
1.
Opening of the meeting

2.
Approval of the agenda

3.
Summing up of actions after the first meeting

3.1
EMSA technical feasibility study, annex X

3.2
Developments of port and Hazmat notifications

3.3
Status of contact information for exchange of data

3.4
Status on exchange of documentation

3.5
Status of the study "Harmonization and integration of VTS and SRS systems"

4.
Progress of the STIRES project

5.
Cooperation based on the STIRES project

6.
Discussion on possible options for access rights policies 

7.
Any other business

8.
Next meeting    

  9.
Approval of draft report

10.
Closing of the meeting

