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	Executive summary 
	Proposes launching a pilot project for the MED AIS with the overall objective of improving ship data through validation of AIS information against a reference database of national/central sources.  

	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 3.

	Related documents
	None.


1. Introduction 

AIS information does not always carry consistent or complete information to allow the verification of the identity of the vessel (e.g. often AIS transmits the MMSI of the vessel but not its name and/or IMO number).  However should data from AIS transmissions be validated against data in a reference database there is a high probability that vessels can be verified and information not available in the transmission made complete by from data kept in the reference database and made available to those monitoring the traffic in given areas. This would have a beneficial effect of improving the quality of resulting AIS data. 

The STIRES application includes the tools for STIRES users to benefit from the correlation of AIS information with data in a reference database. The external reference source used currently is based on information made available to EMSA via external databases such as LMIU and LRF. The results of this first approach are already visible in creating significant improvements in the quality of the data. However, it is also well known that the reference sources often contain incorrect or out of date data and further work is required in this area. 

2. EMSA proposal

EMSA is proposing pilot projects in the regional AIS systems. It is intended that EMSA should go forward with groups of MSs within those regions in developing the pilot projects with the objectives of:

· Identifying a proper mechanism for exchanging information (e.g. ship particulars) stored in the national registries with the EMSA vessel registry utilised by the regional AIS (MED) and/or STIRES application.
· Making a proof of concept and benefit analysis for the participating MSs of the added value in utilising information extracted from regional AIS (MED) and/or STIRES with information in reference databases. 

· Investigating how an application like the regional AIS servers (MED, HELCOM etc.) and/or STIRES could be used for superimposing traffic information with information stored in other databases utilised at national level (e.g. related to HAZMAT movements, etc.). 

EMSA has already launched a pilot project in the Baltic under Helcom (discussed in the Helcom AIS Expert Group 1-2 Oct 2009), with general interest by a group of those countries and with the remainder requesting to be advised of progress. That pilot project is now developing in correspondence with the participation of a group of Baltic Member States.
It is proposed to invite the MSs in the Mediterranean AIS Group to launch a pilot project with EMSA given the same objectives provided above. For practical and beneficial reasons EMSA would run the Mediterranean pilot project in parallel with that agreed for the Baltic and would provide any necessary liaison between the groups.

3. Action requested
Member States in the Mediterranean AIS Group are invited to note the details provided in this paper, to comment and participate in response to the proposal provided in section 2 above.
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