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	Executive summary 
	This document aims to present the current situation regarding the implementation of the LRIT system.

	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 3

	Related documents
	Documents available on the EMSA/LRIT web site 


1. INTRODUCTION
That paper summarise the activity performed by EMSA in the framework of the LRIT system and provide information in regard of the progress made for the implementation of the system.

Summary of activities performed since the WS 6:
· COMSAR 11: Held on 19 -23 Feb. in London. A “Wait and see” meeting during witch no formal progress were made. The group noted the guidance produced by the Engineering Working Group on Cost and Billing issues. The group also requested the sub committee to remind SOLAS CG of their agreement to provide their firm intention in relation to the establishment of NDCs, RDCs or IDC and urge them to provide for consideration by the ISWG LRIT (9 to 13 July 2007).
· EWG 4th and 5th : The ad hoc EWG , set up by MSC 82 , progressed on the technical specifications of the LRIT system. A next (final) meeting is planned on 12 – 14 june in Hamburg. The temporary documents are available on the EMSA / LRIT web site.
· EMSA LRIT Work shop on 3 & 4 May 2007. This workshop was aimed at clarifying and facilitating technical and operational issues relating to the implementation and use of the LRIT system by Member States by the end 2008, in accordance with the SOLAS amendments agreed by contracting parties to the IMO. In particular, would be the examination of the potential added value from establishing a European Data Centre. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Emilio Martin Bauza of EMSA and conducted in accordance with the agreed agenda (see annex I).
The meeting was attended by forty-nine representatives from Member States, the Director of IMSO Mr. Esteban Pacha and Mr. Andy Fuller, IMSO Operations manager and Mr. Nicolaos Charalambous Deputy Director Maritime Safety Division in IMO. (for the Attendance List see annex II). The European Commission was represented by Mr. Gilles Bergot and Mr. Urban Hallberg (Directorate of Maritime Safety) and Mr. Patrick Vankerckhoven (Directorate of Transport Security). During that two days meeting, many technical and operational issues were discussed and conducted to clarify the situation regarding the LRIT system and the interest for the establishment a EU regional data centre.( more details in the report available from the EMSA/LRIT web site).
· Shipping Working Party of Council: On 22 May 2007, at the meeting of the Shipping Working Party, the Presidency invited delegations to take a position on the possible creation of an European LRIT data centre. A majority of delegations could accept, in principle, its establishment. However, before taking any firm position, delegations underlined the lack of comprehensive information on financing and technical issues as well as on the legal framework, and reaffirmed the need to obtain further detailed information on relevant issues such as costs, sharing of costs, security, confidentiality and access to data, copyright, relation with third parties, safety, as well as on its links with AIS and SafeSeaNet and how it should be reflected in the draft VTM Directive. 
Against this background, COREPER is therefore invited to take note of this report and to invite the TTE Council on 6-8 June 2007 to:

-
support, in principle, the establishment of an European LRIT data centre;

-
request further detailed information from the Commission and EMSA and invite the Commission to undertake all necessary steps accordingly;

-
invite the TTE Council, on 1-2 October 2007, to resume this discussion with a view to defining the EU position on the possible establishment of an European LRIT data centre, to be presented to MSC 83 (3-12 October 2007).
2. NEXT STEP

The next meetings planned at this time are:
· 5th Engineering working group on 12 to 14 June in Hamburg. The objective is to complete the set of technical specifications for the LRIT system.

· Intercessional MSC from 9 to 13 July in London. The major issues will be to review the cost and billing issues, the IMSO procedures and to receive from Contracting Governments their intention regarding the establishment of their LRIT Data Centre.
· MSC 83 from 3 to 12 October 2007 in Copenhagen (DK).
3. ACTION REQUIRED

The Members State participants are invited to note that communication.

1/2
European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA)
Av. Dom João II, Lote 1.06.2.5, 1998-001 Lisbon, Portugal

Tel: +351 21 1209 278, Fax: +351 21 1209 217
2/2
European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA)
Av. Dom João II, Lote 1.06.2.5, 1998-001 Lisbon, Portugal

Tel: +351 21 1209 278, Fax: +351 21 1209 217

