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	Executive summary 
	This document presents the report of the EMSA/Germany meeting held in Lisbon on 27 March 2007. The document also proposes to add a clarification in the XMLRG regarding the HAZMAT technical names.


	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 4

	Related documents
	EMSA/Germany meeting report


1. INTRODUCTION
On 27th March 2006, at the EMSA premises in Lisbon, took place a SafeSeaNet technical meeting between EMSA and Germany to discuss on the technical implementation of the SSN application in Germany. The meeting was also attended by the Commission. 
2. EMSA/GERMANY MEETING CONCLUSIONS 

The meeting was very useful for EMSA and Germany since it contributed in making EMSA to understand the specific concerns of Germany in respect to the implementation of its national SSN application. Issues creating confusion in the past were identified as well as the possible ways for resolving problems were agreed. The meeting report (including the follow up actions) is indicated in the attached Annex A.  

The general feeling of the meeting was that these types of bilateral technical meetings could be a very useful source of information and promote the understanding not only between EMSA and the specific Member State but also among all Member States. Based on the very good results of the meeting, EMSA will consider the possibility to arrange similar meetings with other MSs who may request so.
3. FOLLOW UP ACTIONS OF THE EMSA/GERMANY MEETING
Based on the actions indicated in paragraph 9 of the meeting report the follow up actions are:

a. Paragr 4.1 “Definition of the term technical name” 

Germany sent the proposal indicated in the attached Annex B clarifying that the term “technical name”. This proposal will have the form of a clarification that will be put in the XML RG. 

b. Paragr 4.3 “Germany SSN application / data quality rules”

Germany sent to EMSA the operational procedures document (see attached Annex D) of their Central Command for Maritime in terms of tasks performed for ensuring the smooth functioning of the SSN application.

c. Paragr 5 “Technical discussions on the SSN German application” 

Germany made the necessary corrections to their application and the problem resolved.  

d. Paragr 6 “Pending issues on the HAZMAT message” 

Germany sent the proposal indicated in the attached Annex C for modifying the relevant part of the XML RG to resolve the problem.
4. ACTION REQUIRED

Member States are invited to note the EMSA/Germany meeting report and to take appropriate decisions for the proposal of paragraph 3.a and 3.d.
Annex A - EMSA / Germany Technical Meeting Report
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Lisbon 27 March 2007

Meeting Report: Technical implementation of SafeSeaNet

1. Introduction

On 27th March 2006, at the EMSA premises Avenida Dom Joao II, 1998-001 Lisbon, took place a SafeSeaNet technical meeting between EMSA and Germany to discuss on the technical implementation of the SSN application in Germany. Mr Lazaros Aichmalotidis of EMSA as Chairman opened the meeting and extended a welcome to all delegates. 

2. Meeting participants

The list of participants is attached in attached in Annex I. 
3. Agenda

At the request of the German representatives the agenda of the meeting was supplemented with one additional item titled “AIS/LRIT” correlation which was placed under the “any other business” agenda point. The agenda of the meeting is attached in Annex II.

4. The German SSN application in respect to the HAZMAT

4.1 Definition of the term “technical name” used in the Annex I of the Directive

The German representatives explained that paragr. 3.B.a of the Annex I of the Directive 2002/59 refers to the “technical names of the dangerous or polluting goods”. However this term may mean the “proper shipping name” or the “product name” or the “technical name” depending on the code used (IMDG, IBC or IGC). 

Action agreed:

To avoid confusion on the proper meaning EMSA and Germany will make a proposal at SSN 7 clarifying that the term “technical name” may mean any of the above names depending on the code used. This proposal will have the form of a clarification that will be put in the XML RG. 

4.2 Hazardous classes in accordance with the BC code

Germany suggests extending the HAZMAT reporting obligation to cover also the hazardous goods in accordance with the BC code. This extension could not be decided within the framework of the SSN group. 

Action agreed:

This proposal is a modification to the Annex I of the Directive and Germany should submit it to the COSS for further discussion.  

4.3 Germany SSN application / data quality rules

The German representatives connected to the SSN national applications and went through the different functionalities of their system. The most important issues discussed were:  

a. All the UNECE LOCODEs are included in the German SSN application. They have also made use of lookup tables for matching LOCODEs with the actual names of the ports. According to the German experience the procedure followed is workable and no problems identified. 

b. Germany gives to the big shipping companies the technical specifications for developing their XML S/W interface. They set up procedures for checking, testing and following up. In addition they have added in their national regulations the specific procedures the shipping industry has to follow for complying with the HAZMAT requirements for each specific German port.  

c. The mismatched HAZAMT notifications will be identified at port level is short time. At the time being Germany makes the validity checks at central level. All the HAZMAT data is stored at central level. 

d. Germany provided to national administrations and registered shipping agencies (agents, owners, operators, masters) specific rights to access the national SSN application. Access is given to information such as error check list, read and update HAZMAT details, read Lloyds database etc. 

e. Germany has set up operational procedures at central level to deal with the ship database (crosschecking data with Lloyds list), procedures to deal with new ships or ships with IMO mismatched information. 

f. Inland ships participate in the SSN national application. 

Actions agreed:

a. Germany will give a presentation at SSN 8 on the procedures they follow in the national application. The objective is to present to the MS the procedures Germany follows for launching and running their SSN national application. 

b. Germany will send to EMSA the operational procedures document of their Central Command for Maritime Emergencies (as the designated institution for operational tasks of SafeSeaNet Messagetype HAZMAT at national level) in terms of tasks performed for ensuring the smooth functioning of the SSN application.

5. Technical discussions on the SSN German application 

EMSA explained that the HAZMAT details of the German SSN application are not available in XML format but in pdf format. Germany has to change the format of the XML HAZMAT notification to make the details available in pdf file.

Actions agreed:

a. EMSA will give some examples to Germany on the proper formatting. 

b. Germany will make the corrections necessary. 

6. Pending issues on the HAZMAT message 

Germany explained the problems arising form the existing XML schema of the HAZMAT notification in respect to the weight of the “unit measurement” attribute. This problem creates confusion about the actual situation of the HAZMAT details. 

Action agreed:

a. Germany in cooperation with EMSA will make a proposal at SSN 7 for modifying the relevant part of the XML RG to resolve the problem. 

b. Germany suggested that the phone and FAX possibility should be phased out for the purpose to fulfil the HAZMAT response requirements. The HAZMAT details have to be made available only in XML or document format. EMSA is supporting the proposals. The issue will be further discussed at the ISWG (convening on 28 March 07) with the objective to have an agreed by the ISWG proposal to be presented at the SSN workshop.  

7. AIS /LRIT correlation 

Germany presented a proposal for the AIS and LRIT correlation and link with SSN. The proposal is based on the STIRES study results going further by considering LRIT as part of SSN.

8. Main conclusions 

The meeting was very useful for EMSA and Germany since it contributed in making EMSA to understand the specific concerns of Germany in respect to the implementation of its national SSN application. Issues creating confusion in the past were identified as well as the possible ways for resolving problems were agreed. EMSA had the opportunity for a closer look to the German application and received input on the technical details of the German SSN as well as the operational procedures followed by the German ports and the Central Command for Maritime Emergencies (as the designated institution for operational tasks of SafeSeaNet Message type HAZMAT at national level) 
The general feeling of the meeting was that these types of bilateral technical meetings could be a very useful source of information and promote the understanding not only between EMSA and the specific Member State but also among all Member States. 

Based on the very good results of the meeting, EMSA will consider the possibility to arrange similar meetings with other MSs who may request so.  

9. Follow up actions 

The follow up actions defined are:

a. Paragr 4.1 “Definition of the term technical name” 

EMSA and Germany will make a proposal at SSN 7 clarifying that the term “technical name” may mean any of the above names depending on the code used. This proposal will have the form of a clarification that will be put in the XML RG. 

b. Paragr 4.2 “Hazardous classes in accordance with the BC code”

Germany should suggest to the COSS extending the HAZMAT reporting obligation to cover also the hazardous goods in accordance with the BC code. 

c. Paragr 4.3 “Germany SSN application / data quality rules”

· Germany will give a presentation at SSN 8 on the procedures they follow in the national application. The objective is to present to the MS the procedures Germany follows for launching and running their SSN national application. 

· Germany will send to EMSA the operational procedures document of their Central Command for Maritime Emergencies (as the designated institution for operational tasks of SafeSeaNet Message type HAZMAT at national level) in terms of tasks performed for ensuring the smooth functioning of the SSN application.

Paragr 5 “Technical discussions on the SSN German application” 

· EMSA will give some examples to Germany on the proper formatting. 

· Germany will make the corrections necessary. 

Paragr 6 “Pending issues on the HAZMAT message” 

· Germany in cooperation with EMSA will make a proposal at SSN 7 for modifying the relevant part of the XML RG to resolve the problem. 

· Germany suggested that the phone and FAX possibility should be phased out for the purpose to fulfil the HAZMAT response requirements. EMSA will bring the issue at discussion in the ISWG 4 with the objective to have an agreed by the ISWG proposal to be presented at the SSN workshop.  
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ANNEX II

AGENDA

OF THE EMSA – GERMAN MEETING

Lisbon, 27 March 2007 (9:30 – 17:00)

	09:30
	Welcome address

	09:45
	The German SSN application in respect to the HAZMAT

	11:00
	Coffee break

	11:15
	Data quality rules

	12:45
	Lunch break

	14:00
	Pending issues of the HAZMAT message (in respect to the XML RG)

	15:45
	Coffee break

	16:00
	Any other business

· AIS/LRIT correlation

	16:30
	Conclusions

	17:00
	End of the meeting


Annex B – Clarification of the term “technical name”
· Clarification of the term “technical name”: this term may mean the “proper shipping name” or the “product name” or the “technical name” depending on the code used (IMDG, IBC or IGC)
Annex C – Proposal for modifying the relevant part of the XMLRG

· Change the order of the Cargo Information: first the Placement of Goods followed by the Quantity
MS2SSN_Hazmat_Res.xml message

	Item
	Occ
	Type
	Len
	Description

	Header
	1
	
	
	Header node

	Body
	0-1
	
	
	Body node (optional if the request format was invalid)

	SearchCriteria
	1
	
	
	From corresponding SSN2MS_Hazmat_Req.xml request

	NotificationDetails
	0-1
	
	
	NotificationDetails element node. Not allowed if StatusCode <> Found

	VesselIdentification
	1
	
	
	VesselIdentification element node

	VoyageInformation
	1
	
	
	VoyageInformation element node

	CargoInformation
	1
	
	
	CargoInformation element node

	DPG
	1-9999
	
	
	DPG element node describing each type of dangerous goods on board.

	TechnicalName
	1
	Text
	1-350
	Technical name of DPG
Note: this term may mean the “proper shipping name” or the “product name” or the “technical name” depending on the code used (IMDG, IBC or IGC) 

	UNNumber
	1
	Text
	4
	UN number of DPG. Please use ‘NONE’ if UN number not existing.

	IMOHazardClass
	1
	Text
	1-7
	IMO Hazard class (IMDG-IBC-IGC codes) of DPG  

	PlacementOfGoods
	0-99
	
	
	PlacementOfGoods element describing the location of goods which are not in containers.

	LocationOnBoardGoods
	1
	Text
	1-25
	The following formats for Stowage cells are recommended:

· If container vessels as per ISO standard: Bay/Row/Tier in format: BBBRRTT. If Bay number is less than 3 characters it must be filled with leading zeros, e.g. "0340210".

· If feeder vessels as per ISO standard: Hatch/Tier/Row in format: HHHTTRR. If hatch number is less than 3 characters it must be filled with leading zeroes.

· If ro-ro vessels: Deck/Bay/Row/Tier in format: DDBBBRRTT
· If general cargo vessels: 3 to 9 characters, format: 

· firstly 3 characters (mandatory) for the cell number (01, 02, etc. with  a further indication: S (starboard), P (Portside) of C (Centre));

· secondly 3 characters (optional) for the indication of the deck level:

WED = weather deck

TD9 = tween deck 9

…

TD1 = tween deck 1

LOH = lower hold

· thirdly 3 characters (optional) for a further indication within a hold, e.g. hatchcovers.

· If tanker vessel: tank number.

	WeightGross
	0-1
	Choice
	
	WeightGross element specifying the gross weight of the dangerous good. Mandatory if WeightNet not present.

	UnitOfMeasurementGross
	1
	Enum
	
	Indication of the unit of measurement in which the weight (mas) is expressed. Possible values are:

· KGM
(kilogram)
· TNE
(Metric tonne)

	GrossQuantity
	1
	Text
	1-18
	Gross weight of the dangerous goods including respectively their packing, but without the equipment used by the carrier for their transport.

	WeightNet
	0-1
	Choice
	
	WeightNet element specifying the net weight of the dangerous good. Mandatory if WeightGross not present.

	UnitOfMeasurementNet
	1
	Enum
	
	Indication of the unit of measurement in which the weight (mas) is expressed. Possible values are:

· KGM
(kilogram)
· TNE
(Metric tonne)

	NetQuantity
	1
	Text
	1-18
	Net weight of the dangerous goods excluding respectively their packing, and without the equipment used by the carrier for their transport.

	PlacementOfGoodsInContainer
	0-99
	
	
	PlacementOfGoodsInContainer element specifying the placement of the container which contains the dangerous good.

	TransUnitId
	1
	Text
	1-17
	Identification number of cargo transport unit (if no tanks) 

	LocationOnBoardContainer
	1
	Text
	
	Location of container which contains the dangerous good on board of ship. The following formats for Stowage cells are recommended:

· If container vessels as per ISO standard: Bay/Row/Tier in format: BBBRRTT. If Bay number is less than 3 characters it must be filled with leading zeros, e.g. "0340210".

· If feeder vessels as per ISO standard: Hatch/Tier/Row in format: HHHTTRR. If hatch number is less than 3 characters it must be filled with leading zeroes.

· If ro-ro vessels: Deck/Bay/Row/Tier in format: DDBBBRRTT
· If general cargo vessels: 3 to 9 characters, format: 

· firstly 3 characters (mandatory) for the cell number (01, 02, etc. with  a further indication: S (starboard), P (Portside) of C (Centre));

· secondly 3 characters (optional) for the indication of the deck level:

WED = weather deck

TD9 = tween deck 9

…

TD1 = tween deck 1

LOH = lower hold

· thirdly 3 characters (optional) for a further indication within a hold, e.g. hatchcovers.

	WeightGross
	0-1
	Choice
	
	WeightGross element specifying the gross weight of the dangerous good. Mandatory if WeightNet not present.

	UnitOfMeasurementGross
	1
	Enum
	
	Indication of the unit of measurement in which the weight (mas) is expressed. Possible values are:

· KGM
(kilogram)
· TNE
(Metric tonne)

	GrossQuantity
	1
	Text
	1-18
	Gross weight of the dangerous goods including respectively their packing, but without the equipment used by the carrier for their transport.

	WeightNet
	0-1
	Choice
	
	WeightNet element specifying the net weight of the dangerous good. Mandatory if WeightGross not present.

	UnitOfMeasurementNet
	1
	Enum
	
	Indication of the unit of measurement in which the weight (mas) is expressed. Possible values are:

· KGM
(kilogram)
· TNE
(Metric tonne)

	NetQuantity
	1
	Text
	1-18
	Net weight of the dangerous goods excluding respectively their packing, and without the equipment used by the carrier for their transport.


Germany remarks:

We don't see the reason for the difference:

-  UnitOfMeasurementGross in WeightGrooss and UnitOfMeasurementNet in WeightNet,

-  NetQuantity and GrossQuantity in the Tag WeightGross and WeightNet

Proposal:  WeightGross and WeightNet are groups of type "Measurement_Type".

"Measurement_Type" defines the attributes: UnitOfMeasurement and Quantity

The advantage is: one measurement type utilizing for all related tags.

e.g.:  WeightGross: UnitOfMearurement=KGM, Quantity=100,

         WeightNet   : UnitOfMesurement = GRM, Quantity=80000

Annex D - Data quality management - Germany

Integrated databases in German “Central Reporting System for Hazardous and Noxious Goods carried on Sea” to ensure data quality for HAZMAT reporting

Tasks of the maintenance by stuff

Maintenance of ZMGS vessel databases    






German vessel database contains m vessels    ( m= n + k )

1.… n 
vessels have a reference to Lloyds database

1…. k vessels have no reference to Lloyds database (Inland waterways and unidentified vessels data)

Figure: structure of the ZMGS vessel databases

· Manually updating

Verification and assignment of vessels in the German vessel database without unique identification. 

In cases of Hazmat notification via xml- or Protect - Edifact – interface there is the possibility, that shipping agents sent mismatched static ship data in Hazmat declaration. To verify and assign the vessel data to a unique record the stuff use therefore in ZMGS integrated Lloyds data. If the work is done, the record refers to a vessel of Lloyds database. In the other case the vessel will be stored in the unidentified database. 

· Automatically updating

Germany updates the ZMGS vessel databases with new Lloyd’s data quarterly. 

The automatically update of Lloyds database and German vessel database embraces the following main processes:

· An entry in the unidentified ships database will be automatically deleted if the new Lloyds update contains this vessel. 

· When a vessel having been in the last Lloyds update but is no more contained in the actual version of Lloyds update than it is supposed that the vessel is out of service (scrapped). In this case the vessel will be stored in the table of scrapped ships

· The table scrapped ships is deleted completely before the next Lloyds update is running

· The result of the automatic update (Lloyds update) is a output table for the stuff. In this table all vessels are listed if the attributes call sign or ship name are changed. This list is the main tool for the stuff to check the entries and clean them up manually.

Maintenance ship-owner and shipping agent database

· Manually process

Verification and completion of ship-owner and shipping agent data

In cases of electronically DG declaration via xml- or Protect - Edifact – interface its mandatory to give information’s about addresses and contacts of ship-owner / agents.  When these attributes are uncompleted the stuff is ordered to contact the responsible agent or ship-owner via phone or fax for completing the missing data.

Maintenance of UN Locode database

· Automatically process using a data interface
Germany updates the UN Locode database once a year. After downloading the complete UN Locode (http://www.unece.org/etrades/download/downindex.htm), the data has to be adapted. ZMGS use only UN Locodes that are indicated with digit 1 in the group function (port). 
Maintenance of Hazardous and Noxious Goods databases (IMGD, IBC, IGC, Marpol)
· Automatically process using a data interface
Germany updates the Hazardous and Noxious Goods databases in ZMGS if IMO is publishing the new amendment of a code.  

For updating certified data, Germany is using the databases of the responsible agency in Germany (Federal Institute for Material Research and Testing).

All error checks premised on these certified databases.

The stuff elaborates once in a year a document with the main errors of dangerous cargo declarations. The paper will be discussed in cooperation with ship-owner, ship-owner associations and connected German ports. 

Werner Brunet 


Ralph Neuhaus

EMSA - Germany
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