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	Executive summary 
	Questions to the experts of the SafeSeaNet Group (SSN 6, 22 & 23 November 2006) following a meeting between representatives of a number of EMSA Board Member States and the EMSA secretariat

	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 3

	Related documents
	Minutes of the 14th meeting of the EMSA Administrative Board (accessible on the EMSA web site)


1. INTRODUCTION
At the 14th meeting of the EMSA Administrative Board the Board was invited to discuss the need of setting up a unit at the Agency providing permanent technical support to Member States, in order to enable EMSA to carry out properly its supporting tasks, based upon existing EU legislation.

Whilst the Administrative Board agreed at the 14th Board meeting that such services had to be made available on a continuous basis, the modalities for providing those services would need to be determined. A minority of Board Members requested for alternative options to be considered and presented at the November Board meeting.
Based upon the outcome of the 14th Board meeting on the 5th of September 2006 in Bonn an informal meeting took place between representatives of a number of Member States (CY, DK, FIN, GER, NL and SWE) and the EMSA secretariat to discuss more in detail the proposal of the EMSA secretariat for setting up a EMSA Maritime Support Services Unit (MSSU). In the meeting of the 5th of September the following proposed tasks of the MSSU were discussed:

1.
system management of SafeSeaNet

2.
providing technical support, including satellite imagery, for detection of illegal discharges

3.
alert function for stand-by oil recovery vessels

4.
providing real time information on maritime accidents/incidents to EU Institutions

All these proposed tasks were discussed in more detail at the Bonn meeting in order to facilitate the discussion on the MSSU topic at the EMSA Administrative Board meeting of the 24th of November 2006.
With respect to the proposed task 1 (system management of SafeSeaNet) it was decided at the Bonn meeting that a range of specific questions would be asked to the SafeSeaNet Group in order to support the discussion at the Board meeting of the 24th of November.
2. Questions

The following questions have been formulated by representatives of Member States present at the Bonn meeting:

1.
What are the present experiences of Member States using SafeSeaNet system in terms of quality of data, availability of data, speediness, bugs and time to repair the system? However if the experience is limited can the SSN-group qualify if there is an uncertainty in drawing conclusions from the presence experience.

2.
What are the experiences with the present 'duty office' of the system (= DGIT in Luxemburg) in terms of accessibility and 24 hours duty officers?

3.
Assuming a strong increase in SSN messages in the coming years, would the present system and the role of DGIT to be changed? Which information is presently stored in the system and which information is foreseen to be stored in the future in the system?

4.
Can the SSN software system be modified in such a manner that incorrect data input by Member States automatically would be refused by the system?

5.
Is a 24hrs EMSA watch system (in addition to the DGIT support) necessary for an adequate functioning of the system? What would be the tasks of such a system?

6.
Can be documented which kind of questions - and the frequency of the questions - presently - by mobile phone - are being asked at the 'outside working hours EMSA watch officer' ?

3. ACTION REQUIRED

Participants are invited to formulate answers on the given questions and to inform the 16th meeting of the EMSA Administrative Board, 24 November 2006 accordingly.
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