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	Summary 
	This information paper reports on the work in progress of the RVR correspondence working group.



	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 3

	Related documents
	ToRs of the RVR working group (RVR WG) agreed at HLSG 7


1. Background information
At its 7th meeting in July 2012, within the framework of the IMDatE, the SafeSeaNet High Level Steering Group mandated the formation of a correspondence sub-working group to examine, via correspondence, data storage and access policy proposals for a reference vessel registry (RVR) to be hosted at EMSA as a common service for all EMSA applications. 13 MSs nominated participants for the group. This paper reports on the work in progress of the RVR WG.

2. Current Status
In line with the agreed ToRs, EMSA prepared and disseminated a concept paper to the group members which proposed:

a. the conceptual approach for establishing the reference vessel registry, and the operational approach (business rules) for data validation and verification, prior to the registration/updating of ship particulars in the RVR;
b. the guiding principles for data storage, and for the exchange of data with external reference sources and the THETIS and LRIT ship databases;

c. the ways in which MSs could request/receive data stored in the RVR.
The concept paper is currently under review by the RVR WG members, the process will be finalised in October 2012.

EMSA is also preparing a proposal for the XML definition of the web services to be used for the exchange of ship particulars. The services proposed are to be used to notify and request data to/from the RVR. Based on the action plan agreed by the group, this proposal will be disseminated to the members during November 2012.

It is anticipated that the RVR WG will deliver its final report between February and May 2013.
3. ACTION REQUIRED

Member States are invited to take a note of the information.
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