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	Summary 
	The objectives of this document are to:

a) Report on the progress made by the IFCD Working Group
b) Present the draft IFCD (v0.16) for SSN group validation



	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 4

	Related documents
	a. Directive 2002/59/EC as amended

b. HLSG 3, agenda point 10, IFCD

c. HLSG 4, agenda point 8, IFCD

d. SSN 14.3.3 - IFCD

e. HLSG 5, agenda point 6.1, IFCD

f. SSN 15.3.3 - IFCD

g. SSN 16.3.2 - IFCD

h. HLSG 6, agenda point 7, IFCD

i. SSN 17.3.2 - IFCD

j. HLSG 7, agenda point 4, IFCD




1. Background information
In accordance with Annex III of Directive 2002/59/EC (as amended), the IFCD shall describe in detail the performance requirements and procedures applicable to the national and central elements of SafeSeaNet, which shall be designed to ensure compliance with the relevant Community legislation. The drafting of the IFCD requires close cooperation between the European Commission, EMSA and the Member States.

At the 3rd meeting of the High Level Steering Group (HLSG), the SSN Group and EMSA were tasked with drafting the IFCD. 

At SSN workshop 14, the SSN group agreed on the set-up of an ad-hoc working group to draft the IFCD document in accordance with the terms of reference (document SSN 14.3.3, October 2010). Eleven Member States agreed to participate in the work (France, Finland, Germany, Ireland, Latvia, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Sweden and the United Kingdom). Subsequently, Bulgaria, Italy and Lithuania also joined the working group and Malta also attended the last meeting.
The time plan for the drafting of the IFCD (approved by the HLSG at its 5th meeting) anticipates that the final draft will be approved at the 8th HLSG meeting in December 2012.
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Figure 1 – IFCD drafting – approved time plan

2. PROGRESS REPORT OF THE IFCD WG
2.1. Work at IFCD group, SSN group and HLSG

The IFCD drafting working group carried out its task in accordance with the agreed terms of reference, with the work being undertaken at four meetings (15 December 2010, 2 March 2011, 7 June 2011 and 1 March 2012) and by correspondence. The progress can be seen via the following link:

https://extranet.emsa.europa.eu/index.php?option=com_joomdoc&task=cat_view&gid=415&Itemid=120
At SSN workshop 17 (May 2012), the final report of the IFCD WG and the draft IFCD (v0.14) were presented. This draft included references to LRIT information and Chapter 7 (System Security). It also included additional remarks made by some members of the SSN group (indicated in footnotes to the draft IFCD).

Following the consultation of the SSN group, the draft IFCD (v0.15) was discussed at the 7th HLSG meeting (July 2012), which concluded that:
· the baseline security requirements should be mandatory for the central system and its interface with the national SSN systems, while they should be kept “optional” at the national and local levels (confirming the decision at the 6th HLSG);

· the description of the SSN Graphical Interface should be maintained as it stands in the draft IFCD (v0.15), as a mandatory feature of SSN that can be used by MSs as an alternative exchange mechanism, and;
· the wording of the definition of AIS regional servers should be reviewed by the SSN group.
The HLSG concluded that it is likely that an acceptable text can be finalised and approved, and therefore revised the planning in order that the SSN WG would aim to have the final draft circulated for final adoption, as scheduled, at the 8th HLSG meeting in December 2012.
3. Next Steps
The latest draft IFCD (v0.16) is now being presented to the SSN group for validation of the amendment to the definition of the AIS Regional Servers that was proposed by the IFCD WG (the amendment is marked in the draft text in track changes on page 9).

The IFCD draft will be submitted at HLSG 8 (December 2012) for approval. 

Following the approval of the draft IFCD, the mandate of the IFCD WG will expire.
4. ACTION REQUIRED

Member States are invited to validate the draft IFCD (v0.16).
Annex: Draft IFCD (version 0.16)
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