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PSC INSPECTION OF 

LABOUR CONDITIONS ON 

BOARD SHIPS   

Med MoU on PSC - Basic Principles  
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INSPECTION OF LABOUR CONDITIONS ON BOARD 
SHIPS  

PS Authority apply: 

Instruments in force (the port State is party to) 

Amendments in force (the port State has accepted) 

No more favourable treatment to ships & crews of non-
ratifying flag States 
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OLD REGIME          
1926 – 2013 

• Standards for living & 
working conditions on 
board ships             
<37 Conventions and 
<30 Recommendations  

• Inspection tool 
Merchant Shipping 
(Minimum Standards) 
Convention, 1976 
(C147)  

 

NEW REGIME 

2013 - on 

• Standards for living & 
working condition on 
board ships                  
- one instrument 
Maritime Labour 
Convention, 2006 (MLC)  

 

• Inspection tool - MLC  
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INSPECTION OF LABOUR CONDITIONS ON BOARD 
SHIPS  

INSPECTION OF LABOUR CONDITIONS ON BOARD 
SHIPS  

Med MoU members – statistics on ratification 
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Med MoU member C 147 MLC 2006 

Algeria Ratified, in force Not ratified, not in force 

Cyprus Denounced Ratified, in force 

Egypt Ratified, in force Not ratified, not in force 

Israel Ratified, in force Not ratified, not in force 

Jordan Ratified, in force Not ratified, not in force 

Lebanon Ratified, in force Ratified, not yet in force 

Malta Denounced Ratified, in force 

Morocco Denounced Ratified, in force 

Tunisia Not ratified, not in force Not ratified, not in force 

Turkey Not ratified, not in force Not ratified, not in force 
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INSPECTION OF LABOUR CONDITIONS ON BOARD 
SHIPS  

Med PSC regime under C147  

 Umbrella Convention – refers to a number 
of ILO Conventions, listed in Appendix 

 Inspections – based on a complaint or 
evidence for non-conformity with the 
standards of C147 (what standards?) 

 Subject to inspection - any ship regardless 
of whether the flag State has ratified C147  

 Follow-up actions: 

• Report to the flag State + copy to the 
Director-General of ILO if a ship fails to meet 
the C147 requirements; 

• Ensure rectification of deficiencies, clearly 
hazardous to seafarers’ safety and health 
before proceeding to sea (may even include 
detention until corrective actions are taken)  

http://81.192.52.109/PSC-main.htm
https://www.google.bg/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_wxy_m3_4ppo/TLmetTL7kvI/AAAAAAAADyI/Siid6FX3kaA/s1600/1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://galleryhip.com/umbrella-coloring-pages-for-kids.html&docid=3NMO3vUlPFEaeM&tbnid=_4xHNY5WhYyyYM:&w=1000&h=1080&ei=b4ZfU4yjI8W10QWEl4A4&ved=0CAIQxiAwAA&iact=c
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INSPECTION OF LABOUR CONDITIONS ON BOARD 
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flag State has ratified 
C147 and particular Convention from Appendix: 

How to decide on applicable standards ? 

Yes + Yes Yes + No No + No No + Yes 

Full 
compliance 

substantially 
equivalent 
compliance 

substantially 
equivalent 
compliance 

Full 
compliance 

Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 

 Relevant instrument under PSC  - since 20 August 2013 

 Purpose of the PSC inspection under MLC: To determine compliance with 
the requirements of the Convention (14 areas of working & living 
conditions on ships, Appendix A5-III) 

 Maritime Labour Certificate (MLC) & Declaration of Maritime Labour 
Compliance (DMLC) – prima facie evidence for compliance 

 Potential phases/stages of inspection: 

• Document review 

• More detailed inspection  

• Actions to be taken in case of deficiencies & non-conformities (including 
detention) 
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INSPECTION OF LABOUR CONDITIONS ON BOARD 
SHIPS  
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Purpose, structure 

Responsibilities, procedures 

Follow-up actions 

Handling complaints 

Incorporated in Med MoU PSC Manual 
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port State 
(Party to 

MLC) 

flag State 

(Party or not 
to MLC  

or  

Party or not 
to C147) 

PSC 
inspection 
under MLC 

port State 
(Party to C 

147) 

flag State 

(Party  or not 
to MLC  

or  

Party or not 
to C 147) 

PSC 
inspection 

under 

C 147  



25/06/2014 

6 

Thank you 
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