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The Action Plan: Overall framework

• Operational assistance
- Network of European Stand-by Oil Recovery Vessels
- Providing satellite monitoring and surveillance services
- Experts

• Co-operation and Co-ordination
– Regional Agreements in the field of pollution response
– Commission (DG Environment)
– Consultative Technical Group

• Information
– HNS Action Plan
– Tools to assist in pollution response
– R& D
– EMSA pollution response web pages
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Co-operation and Co-ordination: Regional 
Agreements

Until 
31/12/06
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Co-operation and Co-ordination: 
Bucharest Convention

• Convention on the Protection of the Black Sea Against 
Pollution
– adopted in April ‘92 & entered into force in Jan ‘94  
– Includes Bulgaria & Romania
– Concrete actions to implement this Convention were 

developed in a Black Sea Strategic Action Plan

• Emergency Protocol –Protocol on Cooperation combating 
pollution of the Black Sea Marine Environment by oil and other 
harmful substances in Emergency Situations (April 92).

• Implementation through BSC (Istanbul) & also through ERAC 
(Varna).  
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Regional 
Agreements

Cyprus
Greece
Italy
Malta
Slovenia

Albania
Algeria
Bosnia- 
Herzegovina
Croatia
Egypt
Israel

Lebanon
Libya
Monaco
Syria
Tunisia
Turkey Barcelona Convention

Lisbon 
Agreement

(Not in force)

Morocco

Spain

France

Portugal

Belgium
Netherlands
United Kingdom

Norway

Denmark
Germany
Sweden

Bonn 
Agreement

Helsinki 
Convention

Estonia
Finland

Russia

Bulgaria
Romania

Georgia
Turkey
Ukraine 

Lithuania 
Poland

Bucharest Convention

Latvia

European 
Community

Ireland
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Co-operation and Co-ordination: EC 
assistance in Black Sea region (1)

• one of biggest contributors to Black Sea Environmental 
Programme (BSEP) 

• European Community is strategic partner to the 
Permanent Secretariat of the Commission on the 
Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution (BSC)

• European Commission (DG ENV) on behalf of the 
European Community has been granted official observer 
status to the Black Sea Commission meetings (BSC)

• At present EC is not a contracting party to the 
Bucharest Convention
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Co-operation and Co-ordination: EC 
assistance in Black Sea region (2)

• Strategic support has been provided by the European 
Commission to the BSC including:

– Support to the  Black Sea Information System
– direct support to the BSC through both project & 

information management capacity build up of the 
Permanent Secretariat 

– European Environment Agency signed MoU (Sept 
2002) with BSC
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Co-operation and Co-ordination: 
Strengthening the Response Chain (1)

• Meetings: Regional Agreements; Inter-Secretariat Mtgs.; 
DG Environment

• Dissemination of “Best Practice”:
Workshops including:

–Pollution Response Workshop Bulgaria & Romania
–Operational Manual on the Applicability of Oil Spill 
Dispersants
–Satellite Monitoring of Oil Spills over European 
Waters
–Ship-sourced Chemical Pollution at Sea 
–Reflections on the Response Chain
–Dispersants
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Co-operation and Co-ordination: 
Strengthening the Response Chain (2)

Exercises: -National Contingency Plans
-At-sea Exercises 

i.e. Balex Delta 2006 & joint exercises with 
Portugal & Spain and others
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Co-operation and Co-ordination: 
Consultative Technical Group

As Community Framework has ended EMSA to cover many of 
these activities & set-up a Consultative Technical Group (CTG) 
which will:

• Be composed of MS experts in pollution response

• Meet twice a year

• 1st meeting planned Spring 2007 in  Lisbon

• Multi-annual funding to be used for projects

• EMSA will provide the Secretariat

• Rules of Procedure for the CTG will be drafted by EMSA
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Information: Website - www.emsa.europa.eu
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Information: Website - www.emsa.europa.eu
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Publications
Inventories 

• Member States Oil Pollution Response Capacity (2006)
• Dispersant Policies in the EU Member States (2005)
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Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQs): 

“EMSA Marine Pollution 
Response Assistance”

Publications:
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Website - www.emsa.europa.eu
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Information: Website - www.emsa.europa.eu
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Procurement

Information: Website - www.emsa.europa.eu
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Information: Website - www.emsa.europa.eu
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Information: Website - www.emsa.europa.eu
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EMSA pollution response documents
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Thank You 

www.emsa.europa.eu
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