Workshop on Traffic Monitoring 





26 June 2012

and its Mediterranean Dimension

MARE(  10/6


[image: image1.png]EMSA

/’European Maritime Safety Agency




Workshop on Traffic Monitoring                                                       
MARE( 10/6
and its Mediterranean Dimension                                          



          26 June 2012
Rome, 16 May 2012
MARE( future perspectives

Submitted by Italy
	Executive summary 
	The document presents some ideas about the future perspectives for MARES and invites the EWG to provide feedback.


	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 3.

	Related documents
	a. MARES 8 EWG Workshop report
b. MARES 9 EWG Workshop report


1.  

Introduction
The set-up of an AIS Experts Working Group (AIS EWG) to look at traffic monitoring issues in Mediterranean area (following the example of the Baltic and North Sea countries) was agreed at the Workshop on Vessels Traffic Monitoring and its Mediterranean dimension in Brussels on 21/22 November 2005. The terms of reference for the working group were agreed at the 2nd Workshop (8 May 2006). 
At the 9th MARE( Experts Working Group (EWG) workshop (Rome, 2 December 2010), the question of whether the MARE( EWG should continue to operate. The participants acknowledged that a package of improvements relating to the functionalities of the Mediterranean AIS Regional Server had been proposed and implemented by Italy (e.g. updating the MARE( database, improving the web application, implementing the data quality monitoring tools, etc.). As a result, it was felt that the main objectives of the group has been achieved, but also that there were still several improvements and additional actions to be carried out. It was therefore agreed that the work of the group should continue, not the least because it is the only forum that allows participating countries to meet and exchange views at a regional level. Some participants also proposed that the mandate of the group should be enlarged (e.g. to cover environmental issues). 
2. 

Objectives
The objective of this paper is to present the current status of MARE( to the EWG, and to share views on the actions needed to reinforcement the MARE( role in view of the challenges/perspectives developing in the Mediterranean Sea area. 

2.1 Geographical expansion

Currently, possibilities exist for the geographical expansion of the MARE( role and for the promote of regional cooperation. In particular, within the SafeMed II project, which is managed by the Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC) in Malta, there is already the intention to start working on VTMIS with Neighbouring Countries in the area. At the 8th MARE( EWG meeting (Rome, 10 December 2009), REMPEC informed the participants of the progress made, and it was agreed: that the establishment of the regional exchange system would be a major improvement, and; that the SafeMed beneficiaries should be encouraged to join the Regional server hosted by the Italian Coast Guard. 
At the 9th EWG meeting, REMPEC said that two SafeMed II Project beneficiaries (Israel and Jordan) had agreed to exchange AIS data between themselves by making use of the MAREΣ server, and proposed to invite them to the group as observers. Currently, Jordan has signed the agreement for participation in the pilot project, and REMPEC expects that an agreement with Israel will follow. This this would allow the two countries to begin sharing their AIS data for the Gulf of Aqaba via the MARE( server. 
In addition, the MARE( Regional Server may play a role in hosting the AIS data of the SafeMed countries, and in promoting the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative (as presented in MARE( 10.5.2). 
2.2 Use of MARES for maritime surveillance?
The problems associated with illegal immigration, drug trafficking, pollution, etc., have led to important EU policy initiatives (e.g. FRONTEX, SAFEMED II, targeted fisheries control actions, etc.), all of which involve a substantial maritime surveillance component. Consequently, It is worth exploring whether the maritime surveillance systems currently developed for maritime safety and pollution prevention could be used/improved to cover the needs of other types of users (notably FRONTEX, national border guards and fisheries control). 
MARE( could be used to support other types of users at regional level, and in particular those involved in fisheries monitoring (in cooperation with EFCA) and illegal immigration (in cooperation with Frontex). 

2.3 Funding possibilities

Italy intends to explore the possibility of creating a consortium, with other MSs, in order to apply for funding in accordance with the terms of “Commission Implementing Decision C(2012)1447/12-3-2012 concerning the adoption of the integrated maritime policy work programme.” Italy is considering the following proposals:

· The set-up of the Adriatic-Ionian regional server (ARS) with the participation of Slovenia, Croatia, Montenegro, Albania and possibly Greece.
· A study that will further analyse the MARE( capabilities (e.g. geographical expansion, additional services, technical issues, governance, etc.). 
These would be submitted within the framework of the Commission Implementation Decision (section 1.2.1) “Test projects on cooperation in execution of various maritime functionalities at sub-regional or sea-basin level,” which aims to reinforce cross-border cooperation in the execution of functionalities relating to “maritime pollution response, vessel traffic management, accident and disaster response, SAR, fisheries control, customs and border control, relevant surveillance activities etc.” 
2.4 Governance issues

There are big differences between the North European Sea basins and those in the South of Europe. The northern basins are surrounded by EU Member States, giving these waters the character of “EU lakes.” Administratively, these seas are governed by strong administrative arrangements between riparian States, such as the HELCOM Convention for the Baltic Sea and the Bonn Agreement for the North Sea. In southern Europe, the geographical, political and socio-economic situation is completely different and much more complex.  

At the beginning of MARE(, formal commitment to the initiative was obtained via letters exchanged between Italy and the participating MSs, and until now, the MARE( EWG has worked on the basis of these commitments. However, if the administrations in the participating MSs should decide to continue the operation of the EWG, the possibility of renewing the old commitment, or even of establishing a permanent governance body, should be explored. All of the previously mentioned activities require a clear roadmap and political governance.
3.   Action proposed
Participants are invited to note the information presented above, and to provide their comments. Thereafter, the ICG will contact participating Member State administrations in order to seek their formal agreement. 
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