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The EMSA guidance is a non-binding document and nothing in this guidance document should be construed 
as generating mandatory requirements on any of the involved parties.  

In the event of lack of clarity or in doubt of a requirement(s) in this EMSA guidance, or dispute arising out of 
an event, the legal texts are prevailing. 
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List of Abbreviations 
 

Abbreviation In full 
ATA Actual Time of Arrival 
AWN Advance Waste Notification 
EMSA European Maritime Safety Agency 
ETA Estimated Time of Arrival 
GISIS Global Integrated Shipping Information System 
HME Harmful to the Marine Environment 
IMO  International Maritime Organization 
IOPP Certificate International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate 
IAPP Certificate International Air Pollution Prevention Certificate 
MS Member State 
NLS Certificate Noxious Liquid Substances Certificate 
ODS Ozone Depleting Substances 
PRF Port Reception Facilities  
PRF Directive Directive (EU) 2019/883 on Port Reception Facilities for the delivery of waste from Ship, 

amending Directive 2010/65/EU and repealing Directive 2000/59/EC 
PSC Port State Control 
RBT Risk Based Targeting 
SSN SafeSeaNet, Community vessel traffic monitoring and information system stablished by 

Directive 2002/59/EC. 
WR  Waste Receipt 
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2.1.2 Selection of a ship for inspection 

Union Risk Based Targeting mechanism 

Selection of individual ships for inspection may be based on risk-based methods developed at national level, 
PRF inspectors may also use the Union RBT mechanism stablished by the Commission Implementing 
Regulation to select the ships for inspection. The Union RBT mechanism classifies any vessel calling at an EU 
port into a Risk Level Category, where it is assumed that the probability of identifying a non-compliance during 
a PRF inspection is higher for vessels with higher Risk Levels (Annex 2 of this document). 

The Risk Levels will be visible in THETIS-EU. 

Selection criteria 

Based on the ships at the port, the information gathered, and the information provided by THETIS-EU, a ship 
may be selected for a PRF Inspection by the MS. The decision on which ships should be inspected lies with 
the PRF inspector and may be based on numerous factors. However, inspectors should pay particular attention 
to ships:  

- which have not complied with the AWN requirement (Article 6); 

- that have proceeded to sea without having delivered waste in the previous port (Article 7);  

- having any PRF alert in THETIS-EU; or 

- having no inspections during the last 12 months.   

In addition, the examination of information from the AWN can provide additional key elements for selecting a 
ship for inspection as the following information can be obtained from it:  

- last port and date where the waste was delivered, 

- the amount of waste from ships the ship has notified that it has on board and will deliver to the 
PRF, 

- the maximum dedicated storage capacity for each type of waste from ships on board the ship, 

- how much waste from ships the ship intends to keep on board after this port call, and  

- how much waste from ships the ship estimate that will generated between the notification and the 
next port call. 

Alerts7 

Any alerts indicating potential non-compliance received from a third party, especially from another MS, 
concerning the waste delivering should be investigated to determine whether a ship should be inspected. 
Currently, THETIS-EU provides the following type of alerts: 

Inserted manually 

- Failure to comply with PRF reporting obligations; 

- Possible non-compliance with PRF Directive; 

 
 
7 This part will be revised once the THETIS-EU PRF Module is updated.
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A MS can also issue an Incident Report of Type Waste in SSN (see Annex 8 for details) and this will 
automatically be used as a parameter to be taken into account in the RBT Mechanism.  
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Appendix A List of Annexes 

 

 

 

 Implementing Regulation on the Calculation of the Sufficient storage Capacity 

 Implementing Regulation on the Risk Based Targeting Mechanism 

 List of Non-Compliances and Inspection Actions 

 AWN form 

 WR form 

 Exemption certificate form 

 Scope PRF Directive 

 SSN Incident Report type Waste 
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Annex 1 Method for calculating Sufficient Storage 
Capacity 
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Annex 2 Risk Based Targeting Mechanism 
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Non-Compliance Nature of Defect Action Taken Directive Reference 

- Mismatch between AWN via NSW and 
Form on board 

- Penalty applied as per provisions 
pursuant to national 

- Delivery required 
Delivery of waste from 
ship in current port 

- Delivery did not occur 
- No intention to deliver notified waste  
- Incomplete delivery 

- Flag informed 
- Other (free text) 
- PSC authority informed 
- Warning issued 
- Relevant Authorities Informed 
- Case raised as per provisions pursuant to 

national legislation 
- Penalty applied as per provisions 

pursuant to national 
- Delivery Required 
- Next port informed 

Art. 7.1 Delivery obligation                        
Art. 7.4 Storage capacity for 
delivery in next port and/or 
anchorage exceptions                         
Art 9.5 Delivery obligation for 
exempted ships 

Delivery of waste from 
ship in previous port 

- Delivery did not occur 
- Incomplete delivery 

- Flag informed 
- Other (free text) 
- PSC authority informed 
- Warning issued 
- Relevant Authorities informed 
- Case raised as per provisions pursuant to 

national legislation 
- Penalty as per provisions pursuant to 

national legislation (only if previous port 
is in the same country) 

- Delivery required 

Art. 7.1 Delivery obligation                        
Art. 7.4 Storage capacity for 
delivery in next port and/or 
anchorage exceptions                         
Art 9.5 Delivery obligation for 
exempted ships 

Storage capacity for 
waste on board 

- Information not provided 
- Information not complete 

- Flag informed 
- Other (free text) 

Art. 7.1 Storage Capacity 
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Annex 4 Advance waste notification form  
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Annex 5 Waste Receipt form  
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Annex 6 Exemption Certificate form  
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Annex 7 Scope PRF Directive  
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